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ARGUMENTS , 


Conceſſions and Alterations 
IN THE 


Common - Prayer, 


RITES and CEREMONIES. 


OF THE 


Church of England, 


IN ORDERTO A 


COMPREHENSION. | 


By a Miniſter. of the Cuuncu of ENGLAND,|, 
As by Law Eſtabliſhed. 


The particular Foxms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites and Ceremonies 
appointed to be uſed therein, being things in their own Nature indifferent, 
and alterable, and ſo acknowleaged, it is but reaſonable upon weighty 
and important Conſiderations, according -to the various Exigency 
Times and Occaſions , ſuch Changes and Alterations ſhould 
therein, as to thoſe in Authority ſhould from time to time ſeem either ne- 
ceſſary or expedient. In.the Pref. to the Common Prayer. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


OD hath wrought very graciouſly , and in an Ex- 

traordinary manner , for the deliverance of this 

Church and State from pers and Arbitrary *Po- 

wer, in ſuch a way of Peace as other Ages can 
ſcarce parallel, But Beneficium poſtulat Officium , God's 
great Goodneſs, calls for ſome ſuitable return in the way of Love, 
Thank fulneſs, and Obedience, And no doubt but the Lord ex- 
pets ſome Work, that is Great and Excellent 5 ſomewhat more 
than ordinary for the good of that Church, which he hath ſo 
wonderfully preſerved. And if you would know what we ſhall 
render unto the Lord for all his Benefits, What more? What 
better than for *Proteſtants with one Heart and one eMonth to 
glorifie God the Father of all ow ercies, and to Worſhip him 
with one conſent, And oh that the All-wiſe God would inſpire 
this Great Council of the Nation with Viſdom from above, what, 
and how to ad efjeFudlly for this Bleſſed Union :Which (as Mr. 
De L' Angle i» his Letter to his Lordſhip, the Biſhop of Lon- 
don) will rejoyce Men and Angels, and bring down a: 
Thouſand Bletlings of Heaven and Earth upon thoſe that 
ſhall contribute the moſt unto it, Unreaſ. Ll Separ. p. 424. 
It is to be hoped that the Glory of ſo Great and Good a Work will - 
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be due to our preſent Governours next under God. And ſince 
we are told in the "Preface before the Common "Prayer , that in 
the Reigns of ſeveral * Princes of Bleſſed Memory ſince the Re- 
formation, the Church upon juſt and weighty Conſtderations her 
thereunto moving, hath. yielded to.. make ſuch Alterations in 
ſome particulars, as in theiv reſpedive times were thought conve- 
zient. Therefore I have added Arguments for ſuch Conceſſions 
and Alterations in this Worſhip_, as may be effeFual in order to 
the Neſtred Unide. Thingh I'haoe bal Okt Glory forttny end, 
yet I know no Mans Integrity in the Canſt of God and of Religi- 
01 5 #07 the moſt unftignet Deſires, and Endeavonrs for the good 
and Peace of Church and State, can exempt him from the com- 
mon fate, that attends things of this Nature , which are ſure to 
be unacceptable with ſome, if not paſs for an unpardonable Offence 
againſt the Church of England. JIf I knew that there were any 
thing, but Truth and Charity, I wonld blot it out. Ifit be poſe 
ſible, and as much as tn me lyeth, I wonld live peaceably with 
all Men. 
* The Motives and Inducements to write were theſe : 

Firſt, A Zeal for God. God's Honour is intimately con- 
cerned in his Worſhip. What Soul that hath any ſenſe 4 God 
and Religion ean bear ſo much diſhonour as is done to God in 
his Worſhip > Several caſting a contempt npon it by their un- 
handſom Speeches, and ill Examples, prejudiced and prejudicing 
others againſt it, eAlany ſearce look, upon it as the Worſhip of 
God, and mind nothing leſs than to be devout in it, And ſince 
the Worſhip of God lies under contempt , or a great abuſe and 
wrprofitableneſs in the performance of 1t, is there not reaſon to 
be offended at it. I am not ſatisfied , and cannot be ſatisfied 
without ſome endeavour to redreſs the Evil, 
| A Second Motive was a deſire to diſcharge this part of my Mi- 

niſterial duty to my own, and the Peoples better Edification. 

. Does the VVorld thinkit is nothing to Miniſters, that have a 
concern for the Peoples Souls to ſee how little this FVorſhip is 


done 
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done to Fdifying'? How great a guilt lies upon thety Congregati- 
ons upon that very account | Surely guilt enough to lay thens low 
in miſery. * And the ſenſ6 of this put me npon another Deſign, 
( which was firſt in my intention ) a ſhort piece Argumenta- 
tive for Conformity to the Prayers. And therein firſt to ſatisfie 
"Peoples Conſciences ina peaceable Submiſſion and Communion in 
this Worſhip, though they do not like every thing in it beſt, I 
urge, that they themfelues will rot ſuffer their Children and Ser- 
wants to leave their Worſhip in their Families , under pretence 
that anothers is better : But the Governours Anthority over the 
ſeveral Families in the Nation reacketh as far as theirs in their 
own Family, in all things, Sin ozly excepted, ſo far as they may 
be obeyed without diſobeying God. Secondly, To excite them 10 
a Dewvont uſe of the Prayers, with ſome Helps and Dire@ions 
for their Edification in it. Thirdly , To keep them within the 
Bounds of Chriſtian Charity, towards thoſe that differ from us ;, 
as knowing that without Charity allis nothing worth. Time and 
Opportunity called for this firſt , though leſs ſtudied or accurate , 
ard plain in its Language. , 

Third eMotive was a compaſſionate Concern for ſome, who have 
ſuffered much by the ſeverity of rhe Laws, an a deſire to prevent 
their future ſufferings.” 1 know there are thoſe , that diſſent 
from this Worſhip, that would, very beartily would, if their Con- 
ſciences Had been ſatisfied, have Conformed to it ; If they did 
not, they knew they were like to pay for it : *But by ſuch Con- 
ceſſions as to take them in, they will be ſaſe for the future from 
fear of Trouble and Sufferings. 

Fourth Motive was a deſire to-do my part towards the reme- 
dying the Ewvils which have eventually followed the AG 
for Uniformity. Ard ſurely in an Age, that hath ſmarted ſo. 
much, as this hath done for Contentions about theſe Common= 
Prayers, it concerns every one to put to his helping hand, I ſhall 
conclude with a "Pathetical and Afﬀectionate Speech of that 'Re- 

verend. Prelate, Dr. Hall, who uſed to ſay, War with none- 
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but Rome and Hell, and was « true Son of "Peace. Biſhop Hall's 
Works, p. 426. ©* But thou, O Lord! -How long e How 
« long ſhall thy poor Church ſee the Dear Sons of her Womb 
« bleeding about theſe Apples of Strife 2 ( Speaking of ſome things 
* ix the Common Prayers, Ceremonies eſpecially.) Ie , Men , 
« Brethren, and Fathers help, for Gods ſake put to your hands 
&« for the quenching of theſe Common Flames: The one ſide by 
« Humility and Obedience, the other by Compaſſion (i. e. to 
&* the weak, and unſatisfied) both by "Prayers and Tears, that 
* ſo that Paſſage in His Majeſties Declaration way take EffeZ 
« for Eftabliſhing ſuch Laws, as ſhould make a good Agreement 
« between the Church of England, and Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
eMay that Agreement be in the Worſhip of God. The Great God 
of Heaven, and every True-hearted Proteſtant ſay Amen to it. 


Arguments 


Arguments for Conceſſions and Alterations in 
the Common-Prayer, and in the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, in 
order to the deſired Onion in Worſhip. 


Ertainly that man is no friend to Church and State, who is 
an enemy to their Peace and Union in matters of Religion :- * 
For, as the Eminent Mr. Le Moyn of Holland faith, in his 
Letter to his Lordſhip, the preſent Biſhop of London, ar 

| the end of Unreaſonableneſi of Separation. In England the 

good of Church and State depends abſolutely upon Union of the People 
in point of Religion, and one cannot there preſs an Union too oY 

For there is never like to be an effeCtual Reformation of Peoples un- 

reformed Lives without an Union, when Conforming and Noncon- 

forming Miniſters may -joyn together, encourage, and affiſt each 
other in that bleſſed work. And as to an Union, Mr. Baxter in his 

Life and Death of Sir Matthew Hale, faith, p. 19, 20. that the ſaid 

Judge told him, the only means to heal us was a new Act of Unifor- 

mity, Therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf to the Governours of the 

Chureh that are Lawfully called, and have Authority to appoint an4 

alter matters of this nature, reſpecting the Service and Worſhi of 

God. +1 ſhall inall Humiliry recommend to the Governours Conlide- 

ration ſome Aoyama for Conceſſions and Alterations in the Common 

Prayer ; and then in the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of wc 


land :. And ta ſhow that I am not alone, and that it is not @ pro 

of my own, which hath no countenance or encouragement "from 
others, I ſhall mention greater Names ia favour of the fame Argu- 
ment, and urge their concurrence ; and that ſhall be my firſt Plea. 


# 
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Firft Plea, For ſome Conceſhons and Alterations in this Worſhip, 
becauſe there are ſome things which, in the judgment of ſeveral emi- 
nent Conformiſts, -may be altered without any detfifniefit or diſionout 
tothe Church. Divers Reverend Bithops and DoRors, in a Paper 
in Print, before the unhappy Wars in King Charles I. Reign, yielded 
to the laying aſide of the Croſs, and the making many material Alte- 
rations ; as the Archbiſhop of Armagh, the Biſhop of Lixcoln, Dr. 
Prideaux, Dr. Ward, Dr. Brownrisg, Dr. Featly, met together by 
Order of the Lords, at the Biſhop of «Lincelns in Weſtminſter, (be- 
ſides ſome Innovations in Dilcipline given in) hinted their defire of 
the Alteration of many things in the Book of Common-Prayer, as the 
Reading of the Pſalms according to the New Tranſlations ; Leſſons 
of Canonical Scripture inſtead of the Apocrypha ; leaving out the 
Hymn of Benedicite, and the ſaying Gloria Patri after every Pſalm ; 
changing with my Body I thee Worſhip, to thele, 1 give thee Power 
over my Body ; T Abfolve thee inthe Viſitation of the Sick. into theſe, 
I pronounce thee Abſolved, &c. Grand Debate, p. 31. 

Age the Biſhop of Armagh, p.130, 131. from Dr. Barnard, to this 
effect ; That for thehealing of thote diſtraRtions and diviſions among 
Miniſters,and others,and the moderating of each extream, in relation to 
the uſe of the Liturgy,whereby there might be a return of that wiſhed 
for Peace and Unity, which of late years we have been ſtrangers to, 
he coticeived fome prudent and moderate accommodation might be 
thoiipht of by wiſe men, in order ro the continuance 'of the ſubſtan- 
tial part, cach ſide yielding fomewhar after the example of St. Pal, 
Rom. 14. Idem, Direftions about the gy After his Vindication 
of the Liturgy, yet it cannot be defied bur'that there are mevi #7 pul- 
chro corpore ; and as it were to be wifhed that chefe were altered, fo 
jt were to be done without much- noiſe. 

Ezx- Bao. Upon the Ordinance a _ the Common Prayer, Sett. 4. 
Our. publick Liturgy, or Forms of conſtant Prayers, muſt be aboliſh- 
ed and not amended in what upon free and publick advice might feem 
to ſober men inconvenient for matter or manner,to which I ſhould eaſily 
conſent. 7dem, To'the Prince of Males ; In this Church I charge you 
to perlevere, as coming neareſt 'ro Gods Word, with ſome little 
amendment, fc. _— 

"King Charles the Seconds Declaration from Breda,' 1660. Since 
we 'find ſome exceptions made -apgainft ſeveral things 'in the Li. 
y, we will appoint an equal number of Divines, of both per- 
ations, to review the_ſame, and to make ſuch alterations as ſhall 
be 
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PI 
be thought moſt necefſary, and ſome additional Forms ; and it ſhall 
be left to the Miniſter to chuſe one or other. In the mean time' we 
defire that Miniſters would read thoſe. parts, againſt which there le 
no:exceprions 3: yet in compalſon' 46 thoſe that ſeryple ir, our will 
and pleaſure is,” that none be puniſhed or troubled for- not uſing it, 
until ir be effectually Reformed, as aforeſaid, 

The Biſhop of Corks Proteftant Peacemaker, p. 29, What moſt'of 
the Diflenters would be at, (no Liturgy, ng Epilcopacy,) may ' not 
be, cannot be without Schilm ; we are ready to facrifice all we-can 
otherwile ro the publick peace and ſafety. 7dem p. 33. But notwith- 
ſtanding what I have ſaid of the excellency, both of the Common- 
Prayers, and of Cathedral Performances, I donot conceive the altera- 
tion of an Exprefſian, or here and there of a whole Prayer or two. b 
Law, or difpenfing- with ſome Ceremonies. ;- I do-not conceive, fach 
relaxation as this would break the Harmony and Beauty of ouri/Wors 
ſhip, or diſturb the Union and Peace of our Church, There are 
ſome Collects, and perhaps Rubricks too, which with all duty and 
ſubmiſſion, I humbly conceive might be altered for the ,better. 
Page 11B, 119: | RH: 216GHNe0 £3 197K 

1 Mr. Hales in his 'Trift-of Schiſm; :p. 24:55 Propounds it as a re- 
medy to prevent Schiſm,--to have: all Liturgies, . and--publick. Forms 
of Service ſo framed, as that they admit nor of particular and pri- 
vate fancies, but contain only ſuch things in which all Chriſtians do 
agree : Prayer, Confeſſion; Thanksgiving, Reading of 'Scriptures in 
the moſt plain, aud fimple mannex, were matter, enough, to furniſh .ouc 
a ſufficient Licurgy, though nothing either of private: Qpinion, or,of 
' Church Pomp, of Garments, or preſcribed Geltures,.. of Imagery, 
or Muſick, of matter concervirig the Dead, - of many. ſuperfluities 
which creep into-the Church under the names of Order and Decency, 
did intergoſe it ſelf. | i2FH5n 

The great Dean of St, Pals.in the Unreaſanableneſs. of Separation, 
Pref. About the Book of Common-Prayer, it ought to be conſidered; 
whether for ſatisfaction of +the ſcrupulous, ſome more doubrful and 
obſcure paſſages may not yet be explained, or amended ? Whether 
the new Tranſlation of the P/alms were not fitter tobe uſed, eſpecially 
in; Parochial Churches, ?; Whether portions of ,, Canbnical Scrigture 
were not better put inſtead of z4poerypha Leſſons ? , Whether the Ru- 
brick about the Salvation of Infants might not be reftored- tg-irs, for; 
mer place, in the Office of Confirmation, and fo the-preſent, excepti-, 
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ons againſt it be removed? 'Whether-thoſe Exprefhonswhich ſuppoſe 
the ſtrict exercite of Diſcipline in Burying the Dead were not better 
lefr ar Divertyin our reſent ede: 2 -'Such a review made by Wiſe and 
Peaceable Men, -not'piven to wrath and difputung;,” may beſo far from 
being « diſhonout 'to this "Church, ' that it may'add to the glory of 
ic.— And whether uſing the Liturgy, and Approbation and Promiſe 
of the uſe of it, may not be ſufficient inſtead of -the late Form of de- 
Claring their Aﬀent-and Content; which hath been fo much ſcrupled 
by-our BrethrenF' (ont wy 

' Tywe ſtate of the Primitive Church, p. 23. Now 'in Chriſt I'hum- 
bly beſeech the -Governours of the Church, calmly to conſider, were 
it-not better to have ſuch a Form of Service as would fatisfie moſt. 
TheFathers af our Church when- they Reformed this Nation from 

ery,” were defiroustofetch off as many- as/they could, retaini 

for this cauſe all the Ceremonies'and 'Forms bFiPrayer-the 
with'a- good reCtified Conſcience. Some 'other things 'I corjd men- 
tion in the- Book of - Common-Prayer (though-not-#l in-chemſelves) 
yet fit tobe altered,” and would obviouſly appear- to-every wiſe man, 
once reſolved to- compole ſuch,a Form as to.take in moſt of this Na- 
rior; *which-I'h eqiceive Goyertoors ſhould in Conſcience /en- 


deavour, Soong al-chirigs rb-3H men to gain fome;::though 'nvt all, 
yetihappily gain all in-procels of time. : | 
© "Principles and Prattiſes of Moderate Djvines,'&c.' They would be 


very glad, if ſome'things that moſt offend were taken out of the way, 
pricey; that there might be- n6--oxpreſſions in our Forms-of 
rayer, thatcontain diſputable and-uncertay Dettrines,' p. 335, #34. 
Mr. Wakes Sermon on Rom. 15. 5,'6, 7. p.23, And that no ſuch 
weight be laid on lefler things, as that they ſhould'be inliſted on to 
the endangering thoſe of an higher nature, and. hazarding the Chur- 
ches Proſperity and Peace. | et . 36 91007010 
- Serious and Gurmpaſſionate Enquiry into the caufes Ge." "That it will 
be no Hypocritical tergiverfation, no wrong either to: :our Religion, 
or our Cunſciences, if when the-caſe ſo requires #, ''we change an 
raſe of Speech, how fit ſoever in our apprehenſion, for one lels 
, but more acceptable and currant ; or anfRice or Ceremony that 
we have great kindneſs for, forione'that is more grateful unto others, 
and that according to the ſaying 0f-the Lord-Bacor, ; we learn of 'the - 
elder times whatis lawful, and of thepreſent what is fitreſt. 
' Mr. DeL' Angles Letter toi Lordſbip, rhepreſemt B of London " wy 
X ure,. 


oF 


ſur&.that i6ithere:wepr nothing; wancng:to:cure your Diviſions: but 
the abſtainingfvomto bHlonsy the tuicting: ſome- Ceremonies, 
andthe changing of rhexotoor ofi:fonie” Habirg,/ you-woult refolve to 


do that, and fomething more difficult than that with great pleaſure. 
Conformiſfts: Plea” for the” Nonconformiſts, Part 3. Pref. It is clear 
there muſt be- a Liturgy: 3- and very. many;/. even to Dr. Sherlock, 
mention ſome Alterationvin!:the'feveraltpares of it, ap deſirable and 
advitabte : Wicholnazmy poſicivearrogance:ina/matrer of: thigzmarure, 
I do offer nvy obſervation: © Some that 'expect'muctr profic by Preach- 
ing, do think firſt and1econd Service" too'long and tireſome : Others 
that care leſs for'Preaching, are very bulie in: the; Interlocutory parts 
of the i Service; yu carelets, and' roo ofter-prate (and\ſtare:abour 
andiwhilper) intheLefſ0ns; and flegp under our Sermons; bath-are 
roolong/for thetn alſo! - All that I'will foggeſtinthe laſtcaſe/is3; Fi 
That the ſecond Service or Communion-Service,' may be then' onl 
read, when there'is "Communion, or-when there is 'no'Sermonſ[up- 
on Holy-daysJ;/ Secondly; I hat only: one 'of : the three Creeds' be 
uted atone time; in'the fame :Service.”. / Fhirdty;; That the ſo'often 
Repetitions'of che Lords Prayer in the ſame Service may! be limited; 
All cannot, moſt: do 'not keep” Curats :' Phe work of Reading the 
ordinary firſt and ſecond 'Service, - beſides incidental Offices; 'as' Bap- 
tiſm; Churchings, &c. make it very expenſive to moſt mensStrength 
and Spirits, and wearifome to the. People'; and: the conſtant neceſſary 
work of Preaching'and Catechifing'is —_— by the young 
and healchful, but impoſſible to be performediby rhe infirm andaged.” 
CAnd therefore in King Edward VI. days,fome Minifters were difpenſ- 
ed with in not Reading the whole, as Grand Debate mentions, p. 5:J: 
Ir is true indeed if a mans Conſcience will bear- it,” a'Miniſter may be 
both ſhort and ſeldom” in the' Pulpit; bur ther it! is with' two! grear 
hazards : Firſt, Of loſing his Auditory, | or 'of: his Auditories preat 
lots to their Souls. This humble Propoſal for omitting'the'fecont 
Service, hath a fair Countenance from the Rubricks 5 Rubrick the 
laſt, immediately before the Lords Prayer hath a ſuppoſition that the 
Communion is Celebrated every Lords day, &e, 248 2930 4 WED 
I mean to conclude with an excellent Cirariofi' from Biſhop Taylor, 
Dutt. Dubit. p. 375. In Rituals-and Ceremonies, and lirtle c:rcum-' 
ſtances of Eccleſiaſtical Offices, and Forms of Worſhip, in the pun- 
Qualities of Rubricks, - in the order of- Collets, - in the 'number of 
Prayers, and fulneſs of the Office upon a reaſonable cauſe, or induce- 
(24970 B 2 , ment 
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ment to the omiſſion or alteration-; / theſe things are ſo little, and” fit 
to beentruſted ro the. conduct of- thoſe ſober, obedient, and grave 
perſons, who-are.:thought fit to be entruſted with the Cure of Souls - 
* And things of ſuch little concernment are fo apt to yield to any 
«< wite mans reaſons, and ſudden occaſions, and accidents, and little 
<« and great Cauſes, that theſe were the fitteft inſtances of this Rule 
& (;; e..of -Latitude) if Superiours would; not make too much of lictle 
. &. things./\: All - juſt Governments give the largeſt interpretation to 
<& Churches Orders in theſe things, to perſons of -a peaceable Mind 
& and obedient Spirit, that ſuch circumſtances may not paſs into a 
<< folemn Religion ; and the Zeal of good Men, their Caution and 
<« Curiofity 'may nor be {pent in that which doth not profic. In many 
&, calesa Laticude according to Equity: may: be preſumed ; but if i 

exprefly;denied it mayinor be uſed ': Which is the caſe of our Con- 

rmiſts as to thoſe things, wherein a Latitude might be taken accord- 
ing to the Law of -Equity;- when they carry ſome conſiderable incon- 
venience along with them, and reaſon | for the contrary ; yer we be- 
ing ftritly bound 'up by the: Church; it awft bring a. guilt upon. the 
perſons, diſturb their peace of Conſcience, and prove. vexatious and 
troubleſome'to them that way,, if they often offend in theſe matters. 
Andthis-I preſume to be the caſe of thoſe, who in their common pra- 
Rice do not come up-te the ſtrictneſs of their bounden and-promiſed 
Conformity, though in fome' cafes, when extra ,cafum ſcandali & 
contempt; they may do otherwiſe than the expreſs Letter of the 
Law requires, aud be guiltlels, asour Caſuiſts affirm. 

I beg the favourwith all Humility, and with Submiſſion to the Will 
and Wiſdom of our Governours; to offer to their Conſideration ; 
whether it were not deſirable to have a Prayer for ;particular Graces 
inthe Evening Service,: (the Petitioning part being'leſs perfect then) 
and. at fuck: times when the Letany is not uſed.” We have ſuch a 
Prayer inthe Whole Duty of Man, called a Prayer for Grace, com- 
prehenſive of particular Graces. And then no deubt the uſe of it 
would bs more acceptable in Families than it is now, when it runs 
out ſo much in Interceſſions, and fo little in Petition. | 

Again 4 offer to. their Conſideration ; whether the Hymns and 
Offices of Praiſe after the- Leflons, ( elperaally in the Evening Ser- 
vice) are not become leſs edifying in their preſent uſe, where thoſe 


Spirzual Songs are barely Read, (as in Pariſh Churches) aud nor 
Sung ;. there being one way of Singing, or an. Harmouious Reading of 
| : them, 


(59-3 . 


them uſeful and edifying, though" another way "not ſo much 
toEdification, becauſe bur few underſtand it in the way of an An- 
them. There are ſome things of particular reſpe&t to the Virgin 
Mary, and good Old Symeon , not 1o ſuirable to the Congregation. 
Whither the Wiſdoni of our Governours may not ſee reaſon to for- 
bear thoſe Anthems wholly in Pariſh Churches, or to leave the uſe of 
them indifferent, or limit them pro hic & nune, according as times of 
Joy and Victory require our Praile, or other times of Humiliation 
to forbear them. | | 

One thing more I beg leave to offer ; If our Governours ſee reafon- 
to alter any thing in the Bapriſmal Office, about the ſign of the Croſs, 
Sureties, or elſewhere; whether it were not deſirable ro have ſome 
{uch Scriptures inſerted, as Job 25.4. 14. 4+ How can he be clean 
that is born of a Woman : Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean ;, that Parents may fee their Childrens Condition fince- the fall , 
defil'd wich Sin, polluted and unclean ; and fo their great netd of the 
Grace of Baptiſm, to be waſhed and cleanſed through the Blood of 
Chriſt from cheir- Natural pollution and defilement' by. Sin. - If this 
were bur clearly expreſſed, and well underſtood, as ir would be one 
of the ſtrongeſt Arguments for Infant Baptiſm from their Childrens 
need of the Baptiſmal Grace , fo' it would be a good preſervative 
againſt Auabaptiſm. 

And as to the General Thankſgiving, perhaps it were to be deſired, 
that to the Redemption by - Jeſus Chriſt, and rhe Means of Grace , 
vere added, and for the Spirit of Grace fſanctifying an Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and for the Forgivenels of Sins which we believe and- 
hope for, and the Reſurr&tion of the Body unto Erernal Life, Some: 
have thought our T hankſgiving roo general, in that there is no men-- 
tion made 1n it of Sanctification. ' 1f any of theſe things approve iz- 
{elf "nnto our Governours, my Labour is not loſt. Out of this 
variety 1 doubt nor, but that their Wiſdom knows what to chuſe, as- 
{ball be molt for God's Glory, and the Churches Edification. 

Il. Arg. For Conceſſions and Alrerations-in the Common Prayer, . * 
becaule thar Worſhip according to the Acts for Uniformiry , or the 
exceeding {trictnefs of the Enjoyn'd Conformity to it, hath been occa= 
ſonally, or at leaſt eventually Evil. 

Firſt , In reſpect of our Unchriftian Diviſions and ion. 
Thoſe that diſlike this Worſhip, (as there have been ſuch from the 
Diviſions in Queen. A4aries dayes at Frankford) aud refule to joyn in- 


i, 
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it,. whether do they: uſually betake themſelves but to — ant 
ſerritigrup! another Worſhip ?' Ever-thoſethat- will joyn with rite vis - 
- niſter iy his own: Prayers, and his | Sermon, -yet ſeparate' from'the- 
* Common Prayers above any other Worſhip. Hence are ſo many 
Sets and: Opinions among us, that our Natton is ſcandalous upon 
that account among other Proteſtants, who have: a common {aying, 
Half England'is not' of the” Church of England: Good God! What 
would become of Peace and/Union,. Loveand Chariry; if the nexr Age 
ſhould be as fruicful of Sects and Parties, and differ in their Modes 
of Worſhip, as much, as the preſent hath done, - wherein thy Church 
hath-been ſo miterably divided ? How long, © Lord , the Author of 
Peace, and Lover of Concord, wil't thou ſuffer ſuch Confufion iv the 
Churches of the Saints. 

2. This Worſhip, with the Penal Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
that inforced the -ACt for Uniformity , hath been occafionally , or at 
leaſt eventually evil, by bringing hard ſuffermg upon: the contrary 
minded. Many formerly-choſe rather to leave their Native Country, 
and ſhelter themſelves in NVew-England, than endure the' Severities 
then, and Conventions before the High Commiſſion Cort; And if I 
ſhould ſpeak of the Preſentments and Excommunications, the Fining, 
Impriſoning, and Confinement from Corporations in latrer. years,” it 
would be no more pleaſing to ſome to hear of them, than it was to 
others to ſuffer them. Ah how. harſh did thefe things found in the 
Ears of Merciful Men, and the Reformed Churches abroad , that ' 
Proteſtants ſhonld be worrying one another, biting and devouring one 
another, and doing the Enemies work for him, who ſcornfully rejoy- 
ced at'it, and uſed to ſay , Give the Herericks Rope enough , and 
they would hang themſelves. But Bleffed be God who hath taken 
away the occaſion of theſe Evils, and done that effectually by the pre- 
ſent Parliament which the Preceeding would have done, as 'we' are 
informed in the Memorial from the Eg/;ſh Proteſtants to His Highneſs 
the Prince of Orange , p. 28. Four of our Succeeſling Parliaments 
perceived the abuſe of theſe Peral Laws, and the miſchief thereby to 
Conſcious Chriftians ; and declared their intention of relieving them, 
if-the King would have: permitted them, yet they endeavoured to 
ſtop the Execution of them, and defired a Settlement of Liberty” of ' 
Conltience as 1s due to Chriſtians. Adieu now to theſe Preſentments, 
Fines, . Imprifonments, Excommunications , Troubling the Peace of 
our Neighbours, and too often it hath been our- peaceable Neigh- 

1 bours ; 
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bours ; though I am apt tothink but few have ſuffered comparatively 
,with the many that eſcaped, yet thoſe that ſuffered , were too-.many, 
and tobe pitied, ſeveral of them as honeſt , well-meaning Perſons, 
though miſlead chrough weakneſs of Judgment , and {cruples.of 
Conlcience. 

3. This Worſhip conſidered with the Acts for Uniformity, hath 
been occaſionally, or at leaſt eventually Evil, in reſpect of the War 
and Miſeries in King Charles the Firſt his dayes , occaſioned much, 
if not beginning by the Impoſition of the Liturgy on Scorland, for an 
Union of both Nationsin Worſhip. That Nation was fo much 1n- 
cenſed that they drove, or were ready to-drive the Miniſters out of 
their Churches at the reading of it; and broke out into a Rebellion , 
which infected Eng/and with their Covenant to down with the Litur- 
gy, aud Biſhops. Ws: 

4- This Worſhip by the exceeding ſtriftneſs of the Acts for Unt 
formity, Subſcriptions, Afﬀent aud Conlent, &c. hath been an occa- 
ſion why ſo many Diſſenting Miniſters.-of - conſiderable Gifts and 
Graces have been readred in a great meaſure unſerviceable to the 
Church by Suſpenſion, or Deprivation. | 

Some in Queen Ebzabeths time, when (as the Reverend Dean .of St. 
Paul's faith in his Unreaſ. of Separation ,)) they -couid -very ill be ſpa- 
Fed, not to ſpeak of thoſe in King James the Firſt his Reign , aud 
King Charles the Firſt ; of later-years, as the return of King Charles 
the Second, a great Number of Miniſters , Good and Worthy Men 
4n theimain, -and for the generality. of them, were deprived. far their. 
Nonconfermaty. 

5. This 'Worſhip hath. been eventually Evil, by weakning the 
hands of Diſcipline, while the ſcandalous open evil Livers have eſca-- 
;ped the Cenſures of the Church, together with the more peaceable, 
and ingogently-minged Separatiſts. Dr.-Cumber on the Commu- 
wation Service, [ilcipline with-beld (/aich be) in favour of Difſenters, 
left by impoſing of it there, this Holy Meansof Reformation ſhould 
be deſpiſed, rather than obeyed. And ſhould Men have gone about 
:to ſuppreſs aud reform Debauchery and Prophaneneſs by a ſtrict Pre- 
:Jentation af them, the Gourt, which hath-more hotly purſued the 
Diſlenters; than the:Scandalous and Vicious, would like enough have 
1Pat them upon -Preſentment.of Diſſenters, without any favour or dif- 
ference between the weak and the wilful ; which becauſe of the 4ll 
Conſequence (whichrto0 often followed) Excommunication and Im-. 
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priſonment, many Miniſters and Church-Wardens were more back- 
ward and averſe unto. Their @onſciences would nor ſuffer them t o 
work 1uch il] and trouble to their © hriſtian Brethren , Fellew Prote- 
ftants, Loving Neighbours, .for ſome ſmall difference in lefſer mat- 
ters not deſtructive of their Salvation. And no dbubt but the Wil- 
dom of our Governours ſaw the Evil and Inconvenience of thoſe 
ſeverities. When they took away the Penal Laws that made the 
Common Prayer, and A& for Uniformity 1o terrible to the contrary- 
minded, 

Arg. 3. For Proof that the Common Prayer, according 'to the 
Acts for Uniformiry, is inconvenient in ſome reſpect, and may ad- 
mit of Alteration, becauſe of -the great diſguſts, and almoſt invincible 
prejudices of People , (eſpecially in the Country ) againſt this Wor- 
ſhip, or at leaſt ſome things therein. Cars Peaceable Aoderator , or 
Plain Conſiderations for ſatisfattHon to the diſaffected to our Conimon- 
Prayers, In the Preface, many ſtumble much at-our Book of Common 
Prayers ; and ſome of them, I take to be good Chriſtians , honeſt , 
moderate, well-meaning People, and have found by experience much 
of their diſaffeCtion to it doth lye npon their miſtake through Igno- 
rance, not peeviſh wilfulnefs. Afrer all our Preaching and Inſtructi- 
on, and Exhortations in behalf of the Common Prayer, we do not find 
that ſucceſs which we ufe to have in other matters, and which we 
m_ expect, if their prejudice were not ſo deeply rooted in them, 
and too mightyfor us. "The difficulty is great , becauſe the guilt of 
People is great. Where People have ofret-finned any Sin, the harder 
it is to repent : And how often have may been preſent at theſe Prayers ? 
Yet, I fear, ſcarce ever prayed heartily and acceptably. Again , 
Sins deſcending from Parents to their Children , are harder to be 
worked out of them; but prejudices againſt this Worſhip have been 
tranſmitted down from Parents, and as it were entailed upon ſome 
Families : So that there isas little hopes of gaining them over, as for 
bringing Men off from the Religion-of their Anceſtours; which com- 
monly proves unſucceſsful. 

Again the Commonneſs of this Guilt, were it but two or three in a 
Congregation that were prejudiced againſt it, there were the 'more 
hopes, that by the Examples of others they might be recovered : Bur 
when it is a great, (if not thegreater) part of the Congregation , that 
is not heartily reconciled to this Worſhip (as T fear it is in too many 
Pariſhes.) Ir is the greater difficulty, when the Diſeaſe is ſo gene- 

| | ral, 
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ral, when the Infection hath ſpread it ſelf ſo much, to cure it 
effeCtuaily. 


There is too much proof of Peoples prejudices, in that the - 


number is ſo ſmall, o few that come to the Prayers upon the Ho- 
ly Dayes; and yet the Church is fo exceedingly full at a Funeral 
Sermon, (or any other preaching time, ) -when People are, nor 
much longer at Church than on tome Holy Dayes And on the 
Lord's Day there are few that will come to the Prayers, to be pre- 
ſeyt at the whole Service, many hard Speeches againſt them , ſome 
reviling them, as the Maſs-Book, Popiſh, Superiticious will Wor- 
ſhip , Prayers of courle a cold dead piece of Formality.- There 
are ſo many Objections, Scruples, and Cavils againſt it, as dulland 
tedivus for the length of it; as a. Form of others making , and not the 
Miniſters own; as Pook-Prayers flighted by the n__ 4 upon that 
accounts who ſay they can read the Common Prayer as well as the 
Parſon, ; againſt the. Reſponſes, though uled among the Jews and 
Primitive Chriſtians ;, againſt the ſhort Prayers, and Hymns read 
(and net ſung,) diſuled both in our other Devotions, more common- 
ly but one continued Prayer without ony intermixture ; againſt ſome 
things cenſured as vain Repetitions ; and againſt the Ceremonies uſed 
in the Worſhip. As to particular exceptions you may find enough, 
if not more than enough in the Grand Debate berween the Conformitts 
and Noncouformiits : How theſe prejudices may be in a great mea- 
{ure abated- and taken away , I ſhall ſhow as the benefit of Union, 


That a Comprehenſion of the more ſober and moderate Diſſenters - 


might do it in time. = 
Evils of this Prejudice. 


Firſt, It is the cauſe of the ſcandalous abuſe and profanation of Ho- | 


ly Dayes. If People were unprejudiced, an Hour ſpent in devout 
Prayer and Praiſes, due Attention unto the. Word of God, and ſome- 
time in good inſtruction of Youth, and Explication upon the-Church- 
Catechilme , or Expofition of the Epiſtle and Goſpel of the Day , 
would turn to ſome good account ; and the Evening Service uſed to, 
as appointed on Holy Dayes ; but prejudice fhars and hinders all this 


from taking effect, and makes our Holy-Dayes uſeleſs in many Pa- _ 


riſhes, a loſs and hindrance rather than advantage to Religion. 
Secondly, It hath occaſioned much diſhonour to God on the Lord's 

Day. Firlt, By a great neglect of this Worſhip, ſeveral abſenty 

from it, and ſtaying till the Prayers I over they come, 
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loſmg the benefit of this Worſhip wholly ; which is commonly the 
bigger half of God's Worſhip on the Forenoons, and the whole Ser- 
vice of God in many Patfiſhesin the Afrernoon, there being no Ser- 
mon, nur Carechiſing , nor-at leaſt no Explication of Catechiſme. 
And is it nothing for 10 many People in many Pariſhes to loſe the be- 
nefit of half God's folemn Worſhip? Nodoubr bur they are highly 
guilty before God, and will - be found ſo at that day, when Sins 
which.the World counts light of, ſhall appear in their juſt weight of 
Guilt according to the Word of God. Again Secondly, It occaſions 
much diſhonour to God on his own day , by reaton of Peoples great 
unprofitableneſs in this Duty ; many preſent at it , manifeſting ſuch a 
carelets Spirit, as if they were not worſhipping God ; doing any thing 
rather than that: Some waiting with great impatience, until the 
Prayers be at an end, asif there were no _m to be gotten by them. 
How is it to be expected , that ir ſhould be done to edifying , until 
Peoples prejudices be removed ? That their Hearrs ſhould be right and 
devout in_a Worſhip, which their minds are not reconcil'd unto ? 
'They muſt be brought to ſome good CS as a true and found 
Worſhip of God, ſuch as God will own, *before they will ſerve God 
with the Internal Acts of Devotion, be Spiritual and acceptable with 
him in his Worſhip. And if it be little to you to neglect this Worſhip, 
or loſe the benefit of it when youdo perform it heartleſly, praying as if 
you pray d not, and fo you may expect that God ſhould hear as if he 
heard not, and give you a cold An{wer to ſuch cold and faint Requeſts : 
And it is to be feared, that the lukewarmneſs and indiffe rency of ma- 
ny (not the worſt of Chriſtians ) in this Worſhip will hardly conſiſt 
with their —_— Welfare, much leſs attain the ends of Devotion. 
Thirdly , Conſider further, That this great abuſe of God's VVor- 
ſhip, and unprofitable performance of it, is like ro be an hindrance to 
you, as to God's Blefling on the remaining Duties : And will that do 
no hurt, if the Prayers (as ſome think) will do no good ? VVe are 
forbid ro anench the” Spirit and his Grace : Imagine we Men to be war- 
med and fervent in Spirit, and in frame for Holy things at their firſt 
— Church; this Heavenly warmth and zeal muſt needs be 

and Cooled by their dull and dead-hearted formality in this 
VVorſhip. 


. You know, one Sin grieves the Holy Spirit, and makes him withdraw 
further from us : One-Duty careleſly and negligently performed makes 


him 


(_ 13 ) | 
him the more unwilling to aſſiſt in other duties. They that regard 
not the Word read, God will regard them the lels in the Word prea- 
ched. They that give not God the Honour in his Praiſes due to his 
Name, God will regard their Prayers the leſs : And if your firſt pray- 
ing in the publick Prayers be turned into Sin, ſhall not their latter 
Service be leſs acceptable with him, than if every Duty and every 
Service were performed in a Spiritual manner to Edifying ? 


Again Thirdly , The Peoples Prejudice and. ill Opitſon of ſome 
things in this Worſhip does work in them an ill Opinion of the Go- 
vernours in Church and State, who enjoyn them. 'I hey are ready ro 
think, that the Governours bave little care and concern for the gun 
of their Souls, little regard to their Edification , who continue thoſe 
things which in their Judgments are no edifying, and their continu- 
ance not withſtanding all rhe Objections and Exceptions againſt them. ' 


Again Fourthly , Their prejudice hindereth them from diſcerning 
what is good, or uſeful, and excellent, in the Cammen Prayer, and 
ditpoſerh them on the contrary to cavil , and find fault. with it, in 
what is inconvenient, to gather the doubtful and obſcure paſſages, and 
to ſtretch every thing to the work ſenſe , even beyond the intention 
and defign of them, when a good liking and approbartion of it would 
diſpoſe them to judge Charirably ; and Chariry, you know, covers a 
multi ade of leſſer farts. | 
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Cure of theſe Prejudices. I doubt not, but that (by the _ 
of God ) ſuch Conceſhons and Alterations in the Common Prayers ,\ 
to take in our Diffenting Brethren (as cercainly/ the more tober and 
moderate Miniſters of the Presbyterian  Perſwaſion would come an 
upon ſome Conceſhons ) would weaken much: Peoples Sexyples:anti 
Objections againſt the/Prayers. For we know, wor minar excmpla ' 
trahbant Guan pracefta docent, the People are lead by the Example: of 
their Teachers, as much, | as by their Doftrines : When they. ſhall 
find the ableſt Miniſters among the Diſlenters to read,  and:conforun th. 
it in their Practice, and in their Preaching to defend and vindicate it, 
exhort and per{wade ochers'to conform therevmo, (as ever; thetOld 
Nonconformiſts, not to the ——_ bur rothe Ceremonies, - and; rhe 
ſubſcription by Canor, uſed to do) the Feople (at leaſt in ſome conſi- 
deradle meaſure) may come to be convinced of their Errovur in the dif 
C2 elteem. 
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| eſteem of theſe Prayers ; Befides, that their Prejudices , Opinionative 
- Conceits, and.Scruples wilt fall of rhemſelves, when the things that 
offend them are taken out'of the way. Then People will profit more, 
when prejudice is abared, and be aſhamed to carry themſelves ſo 
negligently, and contemptuouſly, as before ; and the whole "Worſhip 
of Cod, the Prayers and Office of the Desk as well as of the Pulpit be 
done to Ediſying, not claſhing one againſt another, nor contending for 
the Pre-eminence ; Holy-Dayes of the Churches appointment by that 
means will be more years ae as Peoples prejudices againſt the Ser- 
vice ſhall ceale or —_ ; and we may hope to {ee the Lord worſhip: 
ped in the Beauty of Holynels, and ſomewhat like the Zeal and De- 
votion, Grace and Spirit which the Primitive Chriſtians manifeſted in 
their Forms of Frayer : Whereas now we bear only or chiefly a Con- 
formity to them in the External Modes of our Worſhip, while we- 
have loſt the inward Life, and keep the Form of their Godly Prayers 
without that Power and Spiritual Aﬀection which they had; as 
Tertullian tells us, Beſieging Gcad with their Prayers , -as it were pier- 
cing the Heavens to the I hrone of Grace, doing Violence unto ir, to 
take Heaven, or Heavenly and Spiritual Bleffings by force. We are 
told roo, how forward the Primitive Chriſtians uſed to be, and earneſt 
to be preſent at the beginning of their Worſhip, with Sighs and Tears 
in their Eyes, manifeſting their Internal and unfeigned Devotion. And 
if Peoples prejudices ſhould once be overcome, and they come to any 
good Appetite to this Spiritual Food, they would be as ſure to come 
to the beginning of God's VVorſhip , as commonly they do to the 

inning of a Feaſt, or at leaſt few: that will ſtay until that is over 
before they come; and few that would loſe the benefit of ſo much of 
God's VVorſhip, as they do by coming late , and worſhipping God in 
an outward lifeleſs way, without an inward Conformity ; which is 
the-unhappineſs of our times, and is never like to be remedied while 
Peoples | 07 continue, and the things that they diſguſt , as the 
length of the Prayers, the often uſe of the Lord's Prayer , the Sign of 
the Croſs, Reading the Second Service at the Communion Table, or 
Altar, with bowing towards it, Godfathers, &c. | 


Arg. 3. For Alterationin the Prayers is from the difference of the 
preſent Cafe, from that at the Reformation. | ; 


F Firſt, 
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Firſt, This Worſhip, ' conſidered with: the ſeveral Forms, Or--. 
ders, ©c.- was more neceſſary then, when the Minifters were very- 
ignorant, (many of them-)and more fit' to read: others Sermons, (as 
they did the Homilies with profit) and 0: ule others Prayers, than 
either to make Sermons or Prayers of their own. They were lo ig- 
norant, that ir was complained, / ſome of them could ſcarce Read, 
and many of them did not underſtand Latin ; and then a Form of anos! 
thers making, ſound in Doctrine and Worſhip, was: profirable, if not: 
neceffary, leaſt they ſhould have put in Errors or Herfſies into -rheir' 
own Prayers : For they would have made very pitiful ſtuff, forry 
matter of it, if they were to have made any long Prayer of their 
own, though a Form. But now there is more Light and Knowledge 
in thele days, (to give that Argument @ juſt weight)  infomuch, : thar 
if Miniſters be not very,idle- and negligent, ſo many good :Books: of 
Devotion, and excellent pieces of Divinity, as the Church -of Chriſt 
abounds with, they may be able to make tuch Prayers, as may be 
ſound and comprehenſive, ſuicable and edifying : Nay, they may at- 
rain to ſome ability ro-expreſs their defires ro God without. an exact 
Form, if they are ſuch perfons as are much in' the practice 'of this 
Duty, as it is fir Miniſters ſhould be, after the example '6f the Ap>z 
ſtles, Atts 6. 4. Bat we will give uur ſelves continually to Prayer, and 
the Miniſtry of the Word. 


Secondly, It was more ſeaſonable at the Reformation than another 
Worſhip ; becauſe ir receded ' leaſt from their: former Worſhip, 
leaving that only in what was plainly and undoubtedly evil ; | and 16 
was it more ſafe upon the ſame account. For it is: a commou Rule in 
all Changes in Bodies Natural and Political, that the Change be no 
more then needs muſt, it being dangerous to run from one extream 
into another : | And that Change which they did'make in the Wor- 
ſhip, was not without its danger -; for in- Devonſhire and Cornwall 
there was a Rebellion upon the account of changing their Worſhip: 
But there would be no danger of Rebellion-now upon ſome juft alte- 
rations, It cauſed one indeed in Scotland (as before ) which infeted 
England. | 


Thirdly, It was more fatisfactory and acceptable to the genera- 
lity of the Nation, at the time of the Reformation, than any other. 
So that we do not read of any that ſeparated from it in Edward Vk 

Hi days 


Kt? 
Ss. And'though, when they were at li in Germany; ſome 
2 for another Worſhip at Frank ford, — do woe read, but 
they Conformed to it-in England, until near the Sparſh Invaſion, 
when a party of Jeſxits and Roman Prieſts were found crying up a 
ſort of Free Prayer, drawing ſome off from the Common-Prayer, 
though not men of note. And in the At, Primo” Elitabethe, you 
may find the eſteem they had for this Worſhip : Ir faith, to the 
t decay of the due Honour of God, and difcomfort to the Pro- 
flors of the Truth of Chrifts Religion, the Common-Prayer Book, 
and the Act for it was repealed and taken away in Queen Aaries 
days. But now the generality of Diſſenters, and many that follow 
the Pariſh Miniſters are diffarisfied in it ; and have little or no liking 
to.it ;, and whatever is the matter; the penius of the people will nor 
bear-:it, or fome things mit 5 or at leaſt not otherwiſe then as a Bur- 
then and a Grievance. | 


Arg.. IV. For proof that the Common-Prayer, according to the 
Adts for bums is inconvenient in fome reſpects ; becauſe of 
the confinement of Miniſters to the uſe of it, rot only in the publick, 
bur in their Families, in a manner wholly excluding all other manner 
of Prayer, even the moſt ſober and diſcreet uſe of the Gifr, as 
Eixoy Bama. Upon the Ordinance againſt the Common-Prayer Book, 
Sect. 4. I am not againſt a grave, modeſt, diſcreet, and humble uſe 
of Miniſters gifts, even_it publick, the better to excite- their own, 
and the peoples affetions to the preſent occations. Again, upon de- 
nying him his Chaplains, Sef#. 16. Which gift as I do not wholly ex- 
clude from publick occaſions} ſo I allow it irs juſt liberty, and uſe in 
private and devout retirements. 


And the At for Uniforniry, m the beginning of Kins Edwards 
Reign, did give Liberty to'ufe any other Prayers and Plalms, taken 
our of the Bible, ar any due time, not — omitring thereby the 
Service, or any part thereof. More may be ſpoken to enforce this 
part, thar Miuiſters ſhould labour after ſore meafure of rhe gift.and 
ability to utter their minds to God in Prayer, without keeping ttrictly 
to a Form. 


Firſt, Ejaculatory Prayer calls for fome-meafure' of this gift, as 


when we life up vur Heatrs God upon. wiy:prefenc gecalion in =_ 
| ore 
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ſhort Prayer 3 as in time of Temptation, upon ſudden Danger, or 
news of rhe Sickneſs or Death of a Friend,. or Judgment. or Mercy 
befalling the Nation, or Pariſh in which we live z or accordingto 
Diſcourte and Company which we are in, or matter which we read. 
Biſhop Taylor in h#s Rules to his Clergy ; That they ſhould teach their 
People to be much in this Ejaculatory Prayer. : 


Secondly, - For ſome gift and ability to Pray without a Form is, , 


becauſe that Examination of -our Hearts and Lives upon fer days of 
Faſting and Humiliation before a Sacrament, and in times of Afﬀiiction 
and Sickneſs, or any Calamity ; the dayly Examination alſo accord- 
ing to many ſober Heathens praftice, Pychagoras his Advice to his 
Scholars to that -purpole ; and which is the -pratice of good men, 
and ſerves only to find our our fins, that we may beg pardonof them, 
and power 7 aq them, or be thankful to God for his Grace,  keep- 
ing us from lin, or enabling us to do good, and this cannot be done in 


one ſer Form. 


Thirdly, Miniſters Sermons ſhould be begun, - continued, and-end- 
ed with Prayer. Prayer tor DireCtion to a ſuitable SubjeRt, ſuch as 
the neceſfiries of the people call for Method, Matter, , that 
all may be done to edifying : And when it is finiſhed, it is ficring ro 
recommend it untoGod, for his Blefing upon it. The more Prayer, 
the more power working with our Sermons. You will find ſuch 
Sermons take moſt effect, they will be weak without it. And after 
Preaching, that the Word Preached may be put in praſtice. Some 
Miniſters in the Country having a ſhort Prayer after Sermon, reſpe&t- 
ing the principal matter of the Sermon, as the Duties, Graces, Truths 

= —— or Sins; as 2 Tim. 3:16. The 6 being 

le rine, Reproot, to convince Gainfayers 4 for:Cor- 
aro bar f memo of - evil Manners;  and' for Inſtruftion in 
Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, by an exerciſe of the Graces, perform- 
ance of the Duties of our Religion : Now Prayer muſt acc 
all the Ordinances of God to fanCtifie, and get Gods Bleſſing on 


Fourthly, It is fit that all ſhould vary in'their-Prayers; {4b muchas 
occaſions ſerves, our Sins, our Wants, our: Merties :' Neither thoſe 
of the Nation, .nor'a particular. Congregation, are the-fame always, 
not 


- o 


= % 
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not altogether, though 1nuch the ſame. Therefore it is fit our Pe- 
cirions, laterceſhions, ; and Thankſgivings ſhould admit of ſome alte- 


=o . 


rTation; 


Arg. V. For ſome ability to pray without an exact Form is, that 
in Phnl. 4. 6. Inevery thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thanks- 
giving let your Requeſts be made kyown unto God : In every thing of 
great: concernmeut-and, imporrance. in our Lives, be'ir Worldly or 
Spiritual matters. Behdes, 4n the two firlt Centuries this fort of 
Prayer prevailed in all probability, and a mixt Worſhip in the third, 
partly by Form, and part otherwiſe. 

"Ts too apparent to be denied, and hath been the obſervation of too 
many; and their complaint too, that Miniſters take occaſion from the uſe 
of the Common-Prayers to neglect the ſober uſe of free and conceived 
Prayer, being inſufficient, to pray upon an emergent occaſion, to the 
' ſcandal of their FunCtion,and deriſion of Diſſenters. If one unexpectedly 
light upon a ſick perſon, and be deſired to pray for him, it is a pitiful 
excuſe for him to ſay he hath not his Book with him. In caſe of an 
Calarnity befalling-a Pariſh ; Fire, any Infectious Diſeaſe, ' or —_ 
Sickneſs, &c. Or;any National Judgment; as upon poor Ireland, or 
Mercy, asthe Miracle of Mercy and Deliverance wrought for us'of 
this Nation, .it will be expected, or at leaſt it is fit that Miniſters ſhould 
put in Occaſional Expreſſions for ſuch matters ; elſe it will be look'd up- 
on as a weaknels, and uncomfortable. failing in'them,. not to be able to 
fay a Word, | or put,jin'an.Expreſſion in, things.of ſuch Importance 
and Concernment tothe Congregation, which remain many times un- 
provided for by the Common-Prayers. 


Firſt, The length -of the -Common-Prayers allows little room for 
the exerciſe of the gift in,publick, thought be with Sobriety and Mo- 
dergtion. + $9 mach of the-time- paſſeth in the uſe of this Worſhip, 
that there is little, remaining, when the Sermon takes up ſo much 

Secondly, Many in Cathedrals, Viſitations, and often in their, Pa, 
riſh Churches uſe only the Lords Prayer in the Pulpit, conſidering the 
length of their, Commen-Prayers.,: / And: deed a long Prayer in the 
Pulpit,- aſter the long Prayers of che Desk, ſeems to me. to be highly 
wncanyenient-for the. Common-Prayes,. calling a dilreſpect upon of 
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when the Miniſters =_ | mo = _ the Sermon, 
to pray for a Bleſſing upon tke practical matrer 0 Sermon among 
other okay it would mucty further. Miniſters Gift and Ability in 
Prayer, and promote Gods Bleſting upon the Word. In Duties 
preached to pray for Grace to perform them ; Gpaces, that they may 
be wrought in us ; Truths, (tuch as are without Controverſie ) for 
Grace to know and believe them Spiritually ; and Grace to repent of 
ſins, or keep from them, wirh a Confeſlion and Thankſgiving for 
Mercies Spiritual or "Temporal. 


Thirdly, The Canon bidding Prayer, taken in a ſtrict ſence, ſeem- 
eth utterly to forbid and difallow of all uſe of the = in publick. 
Therefore by ſome Conformiſts ir is condemned, and held utterly 
unlawful for them, ts uſe any other than an exact Form in generals 
according to that Canon, 


Fourthly, Some look upon themſelves bound to aſe the Common - 
Prayers, 'and no others in their Families, according to that Order ; 
All Prieſts and Deacons are to ſay daily the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, either privately or openly, not being let by Sickneſs, or 
ſome other urgent cauſe. And the Curate, not being reaſonably hin- 
dered, ſhould ſay the fame in the Pariſh-Church : So that if it be 
not ſaid openly in the Pariſh Church, if Sickneſs or ſome other ur- 
gent cauſe do not hinder, it is to be faid privately in their Families, 
or perſonally by a mans ſelf. 


—_ Some Conformiſts ſo addicted to this Form in their Fami- 
lies, and in publick, are ſo ſet againſt all other manner of Prayer, 
as to call it ex rempore Effuſien, Confuſion, vain Bablings, Non-ſenſe, 
running beyond the very heighth of Conformity. Far be it from me 
to plead for, or to excule and countenance the wild extravagancies of 
ſome fanciful Spirits, who place their Devotion more in their various 
modes of ſpeaking to God, and expreſſing the matter of their Prayers 
rather than in the Truth and Piety of the Heart : Yet I think we 
ought, with Biſhop Wilkzns, to endeavour after the Gift of Prayer ; 
accordingly to exerciſe it in thoſe caſes above-mentioned : And per- 
haps ſome more liberty in publick were defirable, -or at leaſt the ex- 
erciſe of that liberty, which ſome ſuppoſe given us already ; as Cai s 
Plain Conſiderations for ſatufattion a the diſaffefted ro our Book, of 
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Common -Prayer, 'p. 8. Our Miniſters have liberty, *not-only- in pri- 
vate, age both befote: and after their Sexthons, toexercile 
their Gifr of ,Prayer, and. to/ enlarge 1 ves upon any emer 
occafion or ; os as God ſhall enable them, and they 
themſelves fhall judge any way expedient or needful. Caſes of 
Conſcience of the Lawfulnefs of Jorg with Forms of publick_ Prayer, 
Part 1. p. 28, © The Clergy of the Church of - England are not re- 
<« ſtrained from exerciſing their own abilities: in publick Prayer ;-in 
<« which is allowed them the liberty the Difſentiog Miniſters can claim 
« or pretend to, to expreſs in their own words all the matter of 
< publick Prayer, with all the ſobriety, affection and ſeriouſneſs 
<< they are able. And this permiſſion being of long continuance, and 
<« hicherto uncontrouled by our Church-Governours amounts: to:an 
<« allowance. &r. Sucha liberty as this, and ſuch a practice con- 
current with it were deſirable : But all are not agreed herein, nor fa- 
risfied in point of this liberty. 


Arg. 6. For Conceſfions and Alterations. in the Comman Prayer, 
When of the frequent .commands of bearing with the infirmities of 
the weak, (4. e. indulging the weak and ſcrupulous with ſome favour 
and liberty to forbear thoſe things they ſcruple ;) of becoming all 
things to all men to gain ſome, and pleaſing our Brother for his ggod 
to edification ; and that all things be done in Charity, &c. thele call. 
for ſome Conceſſions; as my Lord Hales in his Diſcourſe of Religion, 
tells us : Some allowance is to be made in the caſe of a' weak Bro. 
ther, who on that account refuſeth, and cannot, though he would, 
obey. Either all the Commands of bearing with the infirmities of 
the weak, fignifie thus much, (faith he) or nothing at all, And 
though the common Anſwer is,” Is it not fitter that he ſhould ſubmir 
ro the Church then the Church ſubmit to him ? Yet that Anſwer, I 
preſume, is not ſufficient in this caſe ; though there be a Duty that 
the Child owes to the Father, yet that will not excuſe the Father 
from the Duty which he owes to his Child, eſpecially when it is from 


a Conſcientious account that he refuſeth to obey. , 


My. Tulli's Sermin of Moderation, p. 22. St, Paxl made himſelf 


Biſhop Hall. all, as a Learned Prelate of our own, asks the Q1 
if he did not ſometime remit of his right to fume, 


all things to all men, &c. And how was he all things ro 
neſtion 
F Biſhop 
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Biſhop Saunderſon ad Anlam, Serm. 8, Sect, 38, We deal not like 
Chriſtians, no, nor like reaſonable Creatures, if we expect, all men 
ſhould come to our bent in every thing, and we our {elves relent not 
our own ſtiffneſs in the leaſt matter tor their fakes. ' And even Dy. 
Sherlock of Religions Aſſemblies, p. 22. Speaks of making all reaſon- 
able condeſcenſions to the weaknels or ignorance of ſome doubting 
and {crupulous Conftiences; and of givingeale to them, and relaxing 


the terms of Communion. 


WH x7 ; , ; 
1, But the experience of many years ſhews' that our Brethren re- 
main unſatisfied in their Conlſciences. 


2. They offer to give it in upon their Oaths, that they are not fa- 


tisfied in Confcience., (as ſome: to-my knowledge would ) ; and 


Dr. More tells us ſo on their behalf, I think in his Myſtery of Iniquity, 
and Anſwer touching Liberty in Religion, a place cited by a Noncon- 
formiſt in our Diſcourſe together. 


3. They ſeem to be in earneſt that it is really ſcruple and diffatisfa- 
tion in Conſcience, when they would part with cheir Benefices-and 
People moſt dear unto them, and ſuffer Fines and Impriſonments ra- 


ther then Conform. 


4. Again, Their Lives prove the fame. Men whole Lives are all 
of a piece and uniform ; fuch as make Conlcience to keep from other - 
lins ; why ſhould rhey not be believed in this wherein they plead Con- 
{ſcience ? Can their Integrity be diſproved that they are men of no 
Conſcience in other things. But I do verily believe our Nonconform- 
ing Brethren, eſpecially the moderate men of the Presbyterian Opi- 
nion (not diſowning Epiſcopacy) to be of as unblameable Lives, as 
any ſort of men among us :' And theſe are the men that we plead for 


to be taken into our Church agaim. 


' I ſhall cite ſome Conformiſts in Teſtimony of their Weakneſs and 
not Wilfulneſs in their Difſent from us, and pleading for favour to 
the Weak, 


Queen Elizabeth, as Sir Francis Walſingham tells us in his Letter 


t6 Monſieur Critoy of France, made a differeence between the ny 
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and Puritans in Conſcience, and Papiſts and Puritans of Faction: and 
Sedition. | 


lt was not ſo judged by our Governours in that Age, when the 
Act of Uniformity was firit Eſtabliſhed ; as if all Separatiſts mult ſe- 
parate from wilfulneſs and obſtinacy ; bur a more Charitable interpre- 
tation there was of mens ſcrupling Obedience [in Conformity] ; as 
. is evident by the relief given to tuch by Queen Elizaberh, who with 
. the Advice of her Council put forth a Book of Articles to be Enqui- 
red of at their Viſitation, and Preſentation to be made accordingly : 
And of Fifty Six in number there was not among them One that was 
judged offentive on purpole, againſt the Rites and Ceremonies then 
Eſtabliſhed, which ſhewed they were not all wi/f«/ and ob/terate that 
could not Conform : And ſome Biſhaps formed the Articles of Ex- 
airy with more moderation, Ayes Suprem.. p 40. 


In the Reaſons given in the Common- Prayer for Kneeling at the Com- 
munion. Leaſt the fame Kneeling ſhould by any perſons out of Igno- 
- rance and Infirmity [. e. through Weakneſs] or out of Malice and 
Obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued. and depraved, &c. 


Biſhop Jewels Anſwer to My, Hardings Preface in bu Reply. Some of 
theſe that now be about you, being 1 truſt, not frowardly carried 
away with wilful Malice, but having the fear of. God and reverent 
Zeal to do the beſt ; though perhaps not knowledge ſufficient to judge 
what is beſt, Was his Charity ſuch towards Papitts ? No doubt bur 
« was as great to.Difſenting Protefttants. 


Lloyds State Worthies, 1n the Life of Sir William Cecil, Lord Bur- 
leigh, in his Leeter 10 Archbiſhop Wuhitgift, for ſome ſeruplous Mini- 
fters : Wy Lord, I fear no fentual or. wiltul Reculaut. [among thoſe he 
pleaded for]. © I ſharply admoniſhed them, that if they will be di- 
ſturbers in their Charice, they muſt be corrected. After follows 
the Lord Burleighs CharaCter : He was not rigid ; he. would help the 

ood natured, yet puniſh the ſtubborn ; which. ſhews thoſe were not 
{ſuch (at leaſt not in his judgment) for whom he interceded. 


King Charles ]I. Declaration, Dec. 26. 1662, His Majeſty being. 
therefore-per{waded that multitudes have ſuffered, - being enſnared ig 
their. Coniciences,and not from wilfulneG.. | ' True 
| 4 


C23) 

True State of the Primitive Church; Truly I think him very defe. 
Qive in- Charity, however he abounds in Faith, who thinks all Papiſts, 
or Lutherans, or Calviniſts malitiouſly or wiltully blind. 


Dr. Barrow on Eph 5. 2. towards the end ; If Chriſt and his Glo- 
ry, if the Service and Salvation of his People be our end; if we 
mind the ſame common Salvation, as the Apoſtle calleth it, the diffe- 
zences which after remainamongſt us, arite purely from a narrow- 
neſs and defect of Judgment, and nor from any. ether root of Malig- 
nancy, or Hoſtiliry. = 


How ſuch are to be dealt with we are told alſo, and what favour is 
tobe ſhown them in reſpect of that their weaknels , King-Charlesthe 
Firſt's E1% Banx. Upon His Majeſties Retirement from Weſtminſter”, 
Sett, 10. Sure that Man-cannot be blamable toGod or Man, who fe- 
riouſly endeavours to ſee the beſbreaſon of things, and faichfully fol- 
lows what he takes for reaton ; the uprightnels of his intentions will 
excuſe the poſhble failings of his Underſtanding. 


Lord Faulk/and's Speech to the Houſe of Commons, 1641. If it 
be feared,, that they will employ ſome of our Laws with a ſeverity 
beyond their intention, againlt tome of their weaker Brethren , that 
we may be {ureto- rake away that Power, let. us take away thoſe 
Laws. 


Dr. Puller's Moderation of the Church of England, p. 26. Benig- 
rity [i.c. favour] is to be ſhewed to the humble and peaceable, bur 
it can in no wile be — by the proud and froward. tem. p. 2.4 
The Execution of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws remitted only in conſiderati- 
on of the weaknets of the People. /tem p. 35. According to Equity 
(which is uſing as we- fay a Conſcience, p. 18.) Our Church deſires 
ail her Laws may be-interpreted, Benignizs Leges Anglie ſunt inter-- 
pretande, 40 volumtas earum conſerves ur.. Gapienda eft occaſio qua 


preber beniynizs reſponſum, 


Riſhop Saunderſon 072 Rom. 1 4. 3. Set. 25. Weare bound not to- 
deſpife our Nonconforming Brethren, fo far forth, as may probably 
appear. tous, they are weak, and not wilful 3. and declares there are 
ſome ſuch, Sect, 29. \ 

Doltor- 
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"Doftor Barrow on Eph. $. 2. towards the end; As we deal with 
Children, allowing to the infirmities of their Ape, theirilgnorance”, 
Frowardnels, and Untoward Humour , withour diftraftme them, 
{o ſhould we with our Brethren, who labour under any weaknels of 
Mind or Humour. 


Doftor Tillotion's Second Holwme of: Sermans, p. 1:95. It's great Cha: 
rity to conſider the inveterate prejudices of Men , :elpeciaily which 
are rooted in Education, and which Men are confirmed in by the Re- 
verence they bear to thoſe that have been their Teachers ; and great 
Allowances are to be given Men in this cale. 


” Biſhop Tailor's Rules 50 his Clergy : Think no Man conſiderable upon 
the pretence of a tender Conſcience, unleſs he: live a good' Life ; but 
if-he be an humble Perſon, Modeſt, apt to Learn, deſirous of In- 
formation , if he ſeeks for it in all wayes reatonable and pious , and 
is obedient. to Laws, then take care of him, ute him mals; per- 
{wade him meekly, reprove him gently , and deal mercifully with 
him, till God ſhall reveal that alſo unto him, in which his unavoidable 
trouble and temptation lies. | 


Principles and Prattices, &c. p. 333. They (. ce. the Moderate 
Men of the Church of Ezgland ) Believe that thoſe who differ from 
the Eſtabliſhed way of Religion, ought not to be eſteem'd , or dealt 
with, as Men of tender Conſciences, ['5. e. weak ones] who are not 
quiet, and peaceable, modeſt and charitable in their behaviour towards 
others, that are not of their way and mind , but muſt needs be con- 
fronting of Authority, 


Judge Hale's Diſcourſe of Religion, p. 21. Some perchance tranſ- 
ported too far in ſcrupling or oppoling ſome Ceremonies or Forms, not 
from frowardneſs, and peeviſhneſs, or a Spirit of oppoſition, but in 
the ſincerity and ſimplicity of cheir hearts; thoſe though miſtaken, yet 
certainly deſerve Compaſſion, Tenderneſs, yea, and Love alſo, much 
rather than ſeverity and contempr, 


Dettor Haſcard, Dear of Windfor on Eph. 4. 32. To allow nb 
Grace for Common Errours and Frailties ; this is ſeverity and un- 
mercifulneſs, 


Dottor 


- 
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Dottor Good's Firmianus and Dubit. p.164. Thoſe to be among them 


thatare of-a yon op peacneny ens agreeing w_ us in gon molt 

y Points eligion : He gives us ons, why Debauchery 
IT ought to be ne, wat puniſhed, = Negative 
Separation , and Simple Nonconformity. [His Second Reaſon] The 
Sins of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery being wilful, ( for Drunkards 
and profane Perſons do not plead Ignorance and Weakneſs, ) are of a 
more malignant Nature than fgns of Ignorance, though ſuch as was nor 
altogether invincible. | 


Dotor Burnet, the Biſhop of Salisbury's Exhortation to Pace and 
Union, P. 34+ Let ws alſo conſider one another , as Brethren, let us 
bear with one anothers infirmities, let us give fome allowanges to 
the weakneſs of thofe that are miſlead by the force of Education, 


aud the byas of Vulgar prejudices. 


Serio:« and Compaſſionate Enquiry , p. 204. He that pleads for- 
Compaſſion upon the account of his weakneſs, mult firſt willingly 
ſubmir himſelf to Inſtruction. Secondly, Be uniformly Conlcientiious. 
Thirdly, He will do all that he can, if he cannot do all that is com- 
Rata Fourthly, He may forbear judging and cenſuring them thas 
do all that the Law commands. Fifrhly, Will freely part with. 
Money and Worldly Matters to preferve his own Innocency aud- 
Peace, © Again, If afrer all my Endeavours of ſatisfying my elf to 
obey the Humane Law, the thing commanded*{eem unlawful ;,. 1. fay 
this caſe is pitydble. Dilobedience then will be only a Sin of Infirmi- 
ty, which is pityable among Men upon conſideration of common, 
Humanity, and is pardoyable with God, as other Errors are on a. 


general Repevtance. -, 


Mr: Dodwel's Letters about Holy Orders ; When you have reduced: 
them [i-e, ebe /iniſtex, the Perſons in his Pariſh] to this Excellent; 
Temper (as p. 19.) to prattiſe the common: Duties of Chriſtianity, 
if you could not periwade them to aflent ro what you ſay through t 
weakneſs of their underſtandings,. or Your unskilfuluets, to plead for 
+good Cauſe, (i.e. Conformity ) with Advantage, you muſt needs 
conclude them invincibly. Ignorant ,, and therefore Excuſable before 
God in this regard, as: well as poſitively acceptable in others ; and, 
therefore mult .be as Charitable ir yoys Judgmeng, as you believe. 
God will prove favourable in his Final Sentence, My 


»* » 
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Ar. Smithies Spirit of Meekneſs, p. 68. As the Galathians were 
overtaken in a fault, Gal.6. xr. So we muſt actount them likewite, 
who have diſſented from us: When Men are guilty 'of 'Errors-of 
Practice, they are wilful and obſtinate , for they know they are 
wrong, &c. But no Man runs wilfully into an Error of Judgment, 
but it's through the weaknefs of Judgment, and inſtabilicy of mind , 
for which he is to be pitied ; /dem p. 70, 1 mention thele inſtances , 
becauſe ſome Men will nor be perſwaded, that there is any thing but 
wilfulneſs, and obſtinacy, that is the cauſe of Mens Diſuting , and 
therefore they ought not to be treated with the Spirie of Meckyeſs, 
P- 71. If we conſider what Education many have had, we may well 
conclude that they were overtaken in the fault of Separation, not that 
ir was a wilful choice. L 


Mr. Kettlewel's Meaſure of Chriſtian Obedience, Edit. 2. p. 494. 
Some prejudices get into Mens Minds, nct through any thing of an 
evil and diſobedient Heart, but only through weakneſs of the Under- 
ſtanding ; they are not of an underſtanding ſufficient to examine things 
exactly, when they embrace their mrs bs ; for their reaſon is dim 
and ſhort ſighted, weak and unexperienced, unable throughly to ſearch 
into the Nature of things, and to judge of the various weight , and 
juſt force of Reaſons, to ſift and rantack, ſeparate and diftinguiſh 
between Solidity and Shew, Truth and Falſhood : p. 496 1dem p. 117. 
Love to others produces in us, if they have honeſt Hearts, but yet 
are weak in Judgment and Knowledge, a Compaſſionate ſence of their 
weakneſs, and endeavours to relieve them. ; 


Argument for Tol and Indulg. in difference not of Faith, but of 
Opinions, Print. 81. It pleaſing God in Infinite Goodneſs to reſpect the 
Will, the Intention, the ſincere Endeavour of his Servants , and for 
the reſt to put upon Humane Weakneſs and Infirmity, that Weak- 
neſs and Infirmity, which he will pardon ; and if God himſelf have 
{ſo much Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for Humane Weakneſs and Im- 
perfection, ſhall Men themfelyes have none for one another ? p. 5. 
Frem 13. And certainly it would much import to healing our brea- 
ches, and to lay the Heats and Animoſities that Reign among us, if 
we more regarded the Conſcience, they who do diflent from us, do 
make, and the good Deſigns and Ends they aim at, than the very 
Opinions and Practices themſelves, in which they difſent : For in the 

ts former 
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former all good Chriſtians agree, and in the latter will ever differ. 
We ought highly to honour Tenderneſs of Conſcience, and Intenti- 
ons directed to the Glory of God , and the Common Good of the 
Church, and of the World, wherever we find them. 


Mr. Hoffman's Conſider. of preſent uſe , on Rom. 15. 6, 7. That 
the ſtrong ought to bear with the weak, &c. p.18, By the weak, I 
mean thoſe which are really to, and not tuch as uſe it for an obſti- 
nate and ungovernable pretence : When we hear a Man fincerely 
from the bottom of his Heart, faying, That he cannot think that in- 
different which others do ; that: he cannot admit things thar are really 
lawful in others- Opinions , to appear ſo in his. A Man thar is 
ſtrong ought to pity ſuch a ones weakneſs, /rem. p. 21. They ſeem 
ro be in earneſt, when their blindneſs will inable them to part with 
that which is dear to them, rather than obey. 


Mr. Allen, late of Henfield i» Suſſex, Pref, to his Sermon, We de- 
fire the trouble of none that are peaceable. 


Thus you have ſeen how the Conformiſts plead for favour to them 
in the general ; and ſure it might be as uſeful and beneficial co the 
Church in this particular (Condelcention to their weakneſs) as any 


other. 


Beſides all this , I could ſhow out of.crhe Works of Eminent Con- 
formiſts, that it is acknowledged by them, that there are Good and 
Worthy Men among the Difſenters from the Church of England. 
And why ſhould not fome conſideration be had of them, and ſome- 
what to be done for their ſakes, who are prized by Conformiſts as 
Men of Worth and Goodneſs. And ſurely, it will be no loſs to our 
Church to loſe a few things that may be Fared well enough, if She 
ſhall gain her Brethren by that means ; eſpecially when the loſs is of 
ſuch things as have need of an Alteration or Abrogation for the 
common good of Proteſtants, And I hope, faich Mr. Claxd to the 
Biſhop of Loxdor, you will not be wanting in the Duties of Cha- 
rity, and the Spirit of Peace ; and that when the Diſpute ſhall be 
only of ſome 'Temperaments, or of ſome Ceremonies that are a 
ſtumbling-block, and which in themlelves are nothing in compariſon. 
with an intire re-union, you will _ it ſeen, that you love the Spoule, 
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of your Maſter more than your ſelves. This indeed would' manifeſt 
in the Fathers of the C hurch a true Fatherly Aﬀection , great Humi- 
lity and Condeſcention, if they ſhail at length yield tomewhat to 
the Infirmity and Importunity of Proreſtant Brethren, And it is 
highly probable, that ſuch Conceſſions aud Alterations, as to take in 
our Liſlenting Breehren , would rake away moſt of thole- Evils that 
have troubled the Church, It were the beſt way and means to pur 
a'ftop to the Courle of Separation. For when the moſt eminent and 
conſiderable Men of the Noncon ornifts were taken in (as certainly 
they would come in) the reſt would be diſcouraged and difcounte- 
nanced in their Separation, and we might hope that they would fall 
off by degrees, and in time be wholly recovered to the Church agaia. 
Hereby a great many Miniſters conſiderable for Gifts and Grace , 
might do ſervice in the Church , who muſt otherwiſe be filet, or 
exerciſe their Miniſtry in a way of Separation. As the Separation 
will ceaſe much by a Comprehenſion , ſo will the Envy , Hatred, 
Malice, and Uncharitablenels that accompanies a divided Church- 
ſtate ceaſe in the ſame meaſure. And it 1s to be hoped this would 
ſtrengthen the hands of Diſcipline , and turn the Cenfures of the 
Church and their force againſt the icandalous open Evil-livers, in- 
ſtead of vexing of Diſſenters. And perhaps m order to this Accom- 
modarion, it might be deſirable to conſider of the Nonconformiſts 
Motion, page 61. We confeſs that fome Forms have their laudible 
uſe to cure that Errour and Vice, that lieth on the other ex- 
tream: And might we but fomtimes have the liberty to interpoſe 
ſuch words, as are needful to call home, and quicken Attention and 
Aﬀection, we ſhould think&that a convenient Conjunction of both might 
be a well-tempered means to the Common Confticutions of moſt, By a 
mixt Worſhip, partly by a Form, and in ſome part (be it but lt ) 
otherwiſe, not as of neceſlity for all, bur allowance to ſome. who 
may be habirually apt for it, as Miniſters will increaſe their Gitts , 
attaining more Holy Skill, and Wiſdom, and Abiliry in Prayer by 
this means, and be more-fitted and ready for Ejaculatory Prayer , 
and other ſort of Occaſional Prayer after the Examination of their 
Hearts and Lives, whether dayly; or upon fet times of Fafting and 
Humiliation ; or to follow the Word (read or Preached ) with Prayer 
for a Bleſſing-on that, and the Sacraments , which with all the Ordi- 
nances of God are Sandiified, or Blefſed by Prayer. Miniſters beſides 
by this means being more frequent in the performance of C_ 
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and neceflary a Duty, will be more ready and inclinable to it at all 

times, ' wich much eafe and freedom, {weetneſs and delight, which 
« Naturally; much more Spiritually proceed from Ute a Cuſtom. 
' - And the Peaple will be encouraged by the Examples of their Mini- 
ſters to do the like, and follow them. And this would mightily pro- 
mote Religion, all our Religion being like to riſe or fall, as we-rile » 
or fall in this Duty. | 


7. To continue our Common Prayer in all and every thing the ſame, 
it-is to be feared will continue , if not perpetuate Schilm. While 
the things ſcrupled and excepted againſt continue, we have little or 
no hopes of gaining our Brethren. They are never like to be 1o well 
fatisfied in Conſcience as tothe Aﬀent and Conſent to all and every 
thing, and the undoubted certainty of Baptized Infants Salvation 
(which Biſhop Uſher in his Body of Divinity, of Baptiſm doubted 
of, and fo do ſome Conformiſts now, Curates, and others, who can 
uſe the Baptitmal Office ) and as to the Sign of the Crols , &c. as to 
come up to a full Conformity to the preſent eſtabliſhed Worſhip. 
There are but four means of curing Schilme , either by Inſtruction 
or Toleration, Reprehenſion, or Comprehenſion. They have+had 
Inſtruction long enough ; one Conformiſt afrer another writing for 
Conformity, ſome in the Spirit of Meeknels, ſome with another man- 
ner of Spirit ; and ſtill they have been anſwered, and the Nonconfor- 
miſts remained. unconvinced, unſatisfied. And as to Toleration of 
their different Aſſemblies, there were no cure of Schiſm that way ; 
chough I think, it is of the betrer ſort, like Mr. Greenham's Anſwer 
to the Biſhop of Ely, who told him there was a Schilm in the-Church, 
and asked him where the faulc lay ? © On either ſide faid he, if they 
© violated the Laws of Love, on neither part (as to culpable Schiſm) 
© ifthey lived lovingly together, as they ſhould do notwithſtanding 
© the difference of their Judgments. 

Further , Miſchief of Separation , page 18, ©* Men may pleaſe 
«© themſelves in talking of preſerving Love and Peace under 
© {ſeparate Congregations ; but our own ſad Experience ſhows the 
© contrary. For as nothing tends more to unite Mens hearts, than 
© joyning together in the ſame Prayers and Sacraments; fo nothi 
© doth morealienate Mens Aﬀections , than wichdrawing from eac 
© other into ſeparate Communions. Therefore as large a Compre- 
© henſion as may be is deſirable ; and no more Toleration of other 
| | E 2 Worſhip 
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Worſhip than neceſſity requires, becauſe Toleration without a Com- 
prehenſign will weaken any Eſtabliſhed Church. As to Reprehenſi- 
on ( ſeverity I mean by that word) it may make Men Hypocrites , 
and drive many to Church, who will fall off again, as ſoon as the 
ſeverities ceaſe. Men are reaſonable Creatures, and what they do, 
it ſhould be a reafonable ſervice, from an enlightened mind, and well- 
ſatisfied Conſcience, not by force and violence done to their Conlci- 
ences, difſembling with God and the World. For neither is God ſer- 
ved by ſuch, nor their Souls edified , nor the Communion of Saints 
encreaſed by ſuch an Hypocritical Union and Communion with our 
Church. And though ir is not to be denied, but that fome may , by 
ſuch ſeverities, be put upon a more Impartial ſearch and enquiry into 
the Tearmes of Communion wirth.us, and fo be fatisfied really , yet 
theſe are bur few, the far greater part forſaking us, © when once the 
laſh is taken away, and they come to have their liberty. The laſt 
and the beſt means is Comprehenſion ; and thar muſt be by yieldin 
fomewhar for Peace ſake on-eicher ſide. And ſurely, there isno ſuck 
wide breach, bur that there might be a cloſing , an healing, if we 
would ſer our ſelves in good earneſt to it, and would not be roo ſtiff 
and ſelf-willed. And to this end perhaps it were deſirable, that, as 
the Dutch did us the Honour of having fome of our Divines at their 
Synod for compoſing differences among them ; ſo that we might take 
in the Aſſiſtance of tome of their Divines, either by their Perſonal Pre- 
fence, or Advice by Letter, as Mr. Le Moyne, and the' others of 
France, Mr. De L' Anzle, and Mr. Clad, worthy Perſons, made 
ſome Effay rowards an Union in their Letters to his Lordſhip the Biſhop 
of London. This would add a greater Authority unto what ſhould be 
ſo eſtabliſhed. And the more Froteſtant Churches that aſſiſted therein, 
the better and more forcible bond of Union. | 


But it will be objected (or hath been) nothing will fatisfie 5 The 
Diffenters will never come in. 


I Anſwer, At King Charles the Seconds Return, though they did de- 
fire many Alterations in the Worſhip, as to Words and Sentences , 
Ceremonies, &c, Yet they drew up the principal matters in a ſhort 
Letter to the moſt Reverend Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops, &c, mention'd 
P. 30, 31, 32. of the Grand Debate. 


2. It 
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2. It may juſtly be ſuppoſed, that thoſe Objections and 
Rnaapads 4 Vinſt ſeveral things Fares. fo his Majeſties Com- 
miſſion gave them that liberty ro make ſuch Reaſonable and neceſſary 
Alterations, Corrections, and Ainendments, as ſhould be agreed up- 
on at that Conference, to be needful and expedient,) there were ſome 
things, which were judged by them to be inconvenient, other things 
to be unlawful. If they had been put toir to declare, what they held 
to be ſinfil'and unlawful ro be fubmitred to, I doubt nor bur they 
would have cut off many things, as only iriconvenient, / and not ne- 
ceſfrily or unavoidably evil, and fo have been fatisfied as' to the mat- 


ter of Conformity with lels, 


Another Anſwer. Judge Hales with-the Lord: Keeper Bridgeman, 
and Biſhop Wilkins drew up a "Model of Abarements and Condeſcen- 
tions for a Comprehenſion of the more” moderate Diſſenters, and a li- 
mited Indulgence towards ſuch as could not be brought within the 
Comprehenſion ; and when afrer ſeveral Conferences with two of 
the Eminenteſt Presbyterian Divines, heads - were agreed on, and 
ſome abatements to be made, and ſome explanations were to be ac- 
cepted of, they put them into the form ofa" Bill to be Preſented to 
the next Seſſion of Parliament. Jn the Life of Sir Matthew Hale by 
Dr. Burnet Biſhop of Salisbury, p. 41, 42. He gives us the Reaſons 
that prevailed at that time againſt it, p. 70, 71, 72, 73. The Coun- 
cils and Reaſons againſt ir being more acceptable to ſome concealed 
Papiſts then in power, as has ſince appeared roo evidently, the whole 
project for Comprehenſien was let' fall, and: thoſe-who had ſet ir-a 
foot, came to be looked on with an evil eye, as fecrert favourers of 
Diſſenters, underminers of the Church, and every thing elſe thar 
jealouſie and diſtaſte could caſt on them. 


A fourth Anfwer ſhall be given you out of the Conformiſts) Plea for 
the Nonconformiſts, Part 4. p- 26, 27. 'In Anſwer to that Objection, 
ſhould we yield to any one of theſe we are far from gaining the reſt. 


r. Gain any of them, and we ſhall be the more-and ftironger by 
that addition, ' | FX Ws "es :,\ 

2. Except the Presbyterians, {the moſt of 'the other Difſenters agree 
in their Modes of Govertiment : 'So that /whar you grant toone ow - 
is granted to more, 3+ 
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3. Is it Reaſon ani Charity, that thoſe who would unite ſhall nor, 
becaufe all-will not upon-ſome abatements. ... .. wes 


: + 4. Gain ſond&;-and they will help to draw in others. 


5. Themore are United, the fewer remain to be Tolerated ; by 
which Toleration:1 mean no more, but a forbearing one another in 
Love, with the ute of Gaſpel means |to convince and gain them, if 
poſſible, and by the Civil Bword to reſtrain aud juppreſs them, when 
it ſhall beneceflary, and'dangerous tothe State, and not before, Thus 
that Excellent Perſon has given a moſt {olid Anſwer, with a molt 
Chriſtian Spirit : I ſhall add what I had from one of his Majeſties 
Chaplains by way df; Abfwer to the lathe Objection ; If there be bur 
room.or way. made for: them the fanlt will be their own if they will 
not come” in. If the Mother will receive her Children, and enter- 
rertain them as her own in love, they mult bear the blame if they 
will not return home. + I might add; that they will ſhew themſelves 
unworthy of »that favour:given them in the Act of ,Toleration, if they 
grow more abſtinate arid :averſe, and utter enemies to an accommo- 
dation, and miy-provoke Authority togake it away. 


Another Objection, Why ſhould there-be any Conceſſions or Altera- 
tions, when the preſent terms of Conformity are Lawful ? 


1 Anfwer, Theymay beunlawful to them, (for tohim that eſteem- 
eth any thing to- be uiilawfyl, ' to'him- it is unlawful ; according to 
that, Rom. 14. 14.) but not'ex natura rerum, per ſe, and ſothey may 
be Lawful to us, and our Conſciences ; or may be Lawful to one 
and not another, in point of Practice and Conformity ; ſo that yield- 
ing to their Conſciences and their Scruples may conſiſt with the up- 
rightneſs and integrity of our .own,. 'and a Conformity upon juſt 
rounds of conviction and ſatisfaction. 


A fecond Anſwer : The yielding to the Diſenters may be ſuch, as 
/nor-urterty to take away any thing, bur to-leave 1ome things at liber- 
ty, asthe Ceremonies ; eſpecially che Sign of the Crols. . And as the 
Dean of St. Pauls _—_— whether thoſe expreſſions, which 
1uppoſe' the ſtrict /exerciſe of Diulcipline. in, Burying the Dead, were 
nor:betrer defratiiibexry gn our; preſent cale ; [there being a:confeſſed 
X | want 
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want and neglect of- Diſcipline]. : And whether requiring enly an uſe 
of the Liturgy, and approbation-of that uſe, and ſubſcription to it 
leaving the EEription according to the Canon, and the Afent an 

Conſent, to all and every thing contained and preſcribed, according as 
perſons Conſciences are ſatisfied or unſacisfied therein : Ir 1s certain 
that the Uniformity in Worſhip, and the end of that Att for Vnifor- 
mity, isau{ſwered by an uſe of the Prayers, as by Law Eſtabliſhed. 
No doubt but many would Conform upon ſuch a Liberty granted; 
who-caunot fatisfie their Confcignces in the-preſent rerms of Confor- 
mity - But the leaving things thus at Liberty, were no Argument that 
they are Unlawful. 


Further z Such yielding as this would make no ſuch Alteration bur 
that.our. preſent Common-Prayer Books would ſerve ; which they 
might do, if ſeveral Reperiions were lefr, our, as of ..the Lords 
Prayer, which we uſed ſo often at firſt, (and continued fince becaule 
received at firſt, ) that the people might learn it in their Englth 
Topgue ; even thoſe many that could not: read, and uſed before to 


lay it iy Latin, Pater voſter, .&c, 


Other Repetitions, as of the Gloria Patri after every Pſalm, 
\ mag to be lefr out by thoſe who met at the Biſhop of Lincolns 
ouſe, in King Charles I. time) and the one of the Creeds, uſing the 
Nicene Creed upon ſame certain days only : Which were the better 
way of leſſening the length of the Prayers, by taking away fome Re- 
petitions, which our Diflenting Brethren do not prettnd to be unlaw- 


ful, but only to be inconvenient, as ſome Conformiſts acknowledge 
allo. 


Third Anſwer : Farther, The Preface to the Common-Prayer aC- 
knowledgeth,. « that the particular Forms of Worſhip, and the Ce- 
<< remonies appointed to be uſed, being things in their own nature 
<« indifferent and alterable ; it is but zeafonable, ſuch changes aud 
<< alteratians ſhould be made therein, &c. 


I; faith further, © That in the Reigns of ſeveral Princes of Bleſſed 

** Memory {ince the Reformation, the Church upon juſt and weigh- 
< ty Gonliderations hath. yielded to make fk Akorations, as in 
< their reſpeCtive times were thought convenient, But when the 
Church 
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Church did yield in thoſe matters, ſhe did not yield themup as utter- 
ly unlawful, but inconvenient, or leſs ſuirable to thoſe rimes ;' & pro? 
conditione temporum, ſome things are more, ſome leſs convenient, and' 
fi for continuance or alteration accordingly. 


Fourth Anſwer : The preſent terms of Conformity will be the 
fame as to their Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs, whether there be any 
condeſcenſions for Diſſenters, or none at all. As I am a Conformiſt 
both in judgmeit and practice, fo 1 could offer Arguments in defence 
of my prelent Conformity, as well as for Conceſſions to the Noncon- 
formiſts. Yet the Learned Biſhop Coſs declared in his laſt Teſtament, 
that it. was the great duty of us all to Unite, and I am fure it is ſo, 
and that it is no duty of any at all, to cenſure or condemn the preſent 
terms of Conformity as Unlawful, upon the account of any conceſſi- 
ons or receſſions from them, for ſo good an end as an happy Re-union 
and Comprehenſion. I need not remind you in how many Precepts 
this Duty is enjoyned, how tenderly and compaſtionately the Apoſtles 
of our Lord dealt with weak ones, how earneſtly they charged us to 
receive them, to bear with them, to become all things to them to gain 
the weak, to pleaſe them to their edification, &c. Arguments enough 
to convince us that it is our duty, whatever the World ſay, or think 
of us, to yield ſomewhat to the weakneſs of our Brethren, and to 
relax, as the Author, of the Serious and Compaſſionate Enquiry has it, 
p. 102, Making the rerms of Communion more free and eafie; this is 
- highly recommended by ſome good men, as the moſt proper expe- 
dient for a Proteſtant Church in our condition. | 


Another ObjeCtion. It would be a diſhonour ( 9 ſome) to our firſt 
Reformers, to taks away thoſe things which they Eſt abliſhed. 


To which1 Anſwer ;' as True ftate of the Primitive Church. The 
Fathers of this Church, when they Reformed this Nation from Po- 
pery, were deſirous to fetch off as many as they could, retaining for 
this cauſe all the Ceremonies, &c. Certainly we cannot do ourFore- 
Fathers a greater honowr, than to obſerve their Rule of Reaſon, to 
conform to the times ; and theretore they are' groſly miſtaken, who 
think it a diſhonour to them,” for us to take _ what 'they have 
Eſtabliſhed, when we keep clofe to the reaſon wherefore they did 
Eſtabliſh it.” | + 22,0 | NOT 
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Iren. p. 225. This Temper was uſed by. our Reformers, in com- 
poſing our Liturgy in reference to the Papiſts,' tv whom they had 
then an eſpecial eye, as. being the only parry then. appearing whom 
they deſired to draw into their Communion, by coming as near them, 
as they well and fafely could ; I fay the fame reaſon which at that 
time made them yield {o far to-them, would now have perſwaded 
them to alter and lay alide thoſe pe which yield matter of offence 
to any of the ſame perſwaſion with themſelves. For ſurely none 
will be fo uncharitable towards thoſe of his own Profeſſion, as to 
think there is not as much reaſon to yield in compliance with them 
as with the Papiſts. Further, Lloyds State Worthies in arts, 
P- 998. inthe Life of Archbiſhop Zaxd, he brings in that Bithop, 
diſliking Mr. Calvins words of Cenfure, Tolerabiles ineptias, who 
knew not ſaid the Biſhop the temper of the Nation, requiring then 
not what was abſolutely beſt, but moſt conveniently good. And thus 
our Reformers did what was beſt in their days, or moſt convenientl 
= : Even as Ariſtotles Organon might be beſt in the days of old, 

ut now the caſe is altered, and the reading Lectures out of that Book 
is commonly with leſs profit, than ocherLogicks would be ; the caſe 
may be applicable to ſome things at leaſt in the Common-Prayers, if 
not the Worſhip ir ſelf, as not done ſo much to edifying, &c. And 
the Reformers reaſon for their Impoſition ceaſeth, which was the en- 
largement of the Church, by gaining and winning as many as could 
be, to our Communion : The Papilts came to this Worſhip rill the 
1oth or 12th year of Queen Elizaberths Reign : But now it hinders 
and ſhuts fome of our Reformed Proteſtant Brethren out of our 
Church ; and ſo the reafon which made at firſt for the impoſition, ma- 
keth as much now for the abrogation of ſome things therein. 


I fay again, not a diſhonour to our firft Reformers ; becauſe a due 
acknowledgment may be made of their worth, and the work of Re- 
formation in their days, . that it was the beſt, the fitteſt, or at leaſt 
praiſe-worthy. © Our Forefathers, who knew what Popery and a 
Maſs. book was by ſad Experience, rejoyced, that they had Prayers 
{ound for the ſubſtance, and purged from the Corruptions of the Mals 
book, and looked upon it as a wonderful Bleſſing from Heaven, and 
were thankful. And if ſomewhat be inconvenient, and lels ſuicable 
to the.genius of the people in theſe days, not finful and unlawful, or 
unmeet for good Chriſtians to joyn in ; I preſume no diſhonour w_ 
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be done to our firſt Reformers ; who, as ſeveral are apt to imagine, 
if they had lived in theſe days, would have taken at leaft ſome few 
things away for the enlargement of our Communion, 


Thirdly, Gods Honour is grearerthan that of our firſt Reformers ; 
but God is highly diſhonoured by this Worſhip, as it is at preſent 
performed, careleſly, negligently, under contempt by many, and 
by moſt, I am afraid, little regarded, as to the devout uſe of ic, And 
the Queſtion muſt end in this ; whether God will be more -Honoured 
by the-continuance of the Common-Prayers, as at preſent ; or whe- 
ther (with Submiſſion ro che Wiſdom of our Governours ) it may not 
admit of an alteration -in ſome things for the better ? Whether it is 
like todo moſt good to Souls, and beſt attain the ends of Worſhip, 
in'its prefent uſe, Gr any Amendments or Conceſſions for a Compre- 
henſion : So be it, Gods Worſhip'be done to edifying by the greater 
part-of our Congregations, in che Ciry and 'Country both, God. will 
have the Glory, and all good Chriftians will be ſatisfied, 


Another Objection. IWWhat heed of a Comprehenſion ? Are we not as 
mell without # ? What fall we be the berter for it ? 


To which I Anſwer ; There are no doubt a T1 houfand Bleſſings of 
Heaven and Earth accompanying that Church ſtate, which like the 
Heavenly Sociery is at Unity in it ſelf. If there were any Commu. 
nity here upon Earth that enjoyed a perfection of Love and Peace, 
how ambitious would Morrals be to enter into. that Peaceful Society. 
But the neareſt approach that we can make unto it is by a Philadel- 
phian ſtate, An Heavenly thing is Unity, as Nazianzen well ob- 
ſerved, Pugnas & diſſidia neſcire Deum & Angelos ; No broyls, no 
jars in Heaven, nothing but Peace there, and it is a kind of Heaven 
upon Farth, when Brethren dwell together in Unity, P/al. 133. 1. 
Behold how good and pleaſant a'thing it is, &c. Pleatant to behold, a 
lovely ſight to ſee an Army — in an exact order ; and as amia- 
ble and acceptable to hear peopje of the fame Pariſh, Tuwn, City, 
and Kingdom pouring out their joint requeſts, with one Mouth, and 
one Heart praying for the Peace-and Proſperity of Zion. O the 'Be- 
nefits of Union are'unſpeakably great !' 1 profeſs my {elf to ſtand'ad- 
miring the vanity of chis contentous World [that values ſuch a 


(7) 
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a/pired gfter;it, {if it were, poſſible. to. attain to, ſore, 
ir, or ſomewhat like it, by living Peaceably. with all. men, and by 
being Peacemakers. EE. | 
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Benefits of Peace and Unity. 


Ord Bacons Eſſays, p. 13- Speaking of ' Peace: 12 the Church : Tt 
I, containeth infinite Bleſſings, ir eſtabliſheth Faith, ir Kindleth 
Charity, and ic turneth the Labours of Writing and Reading of Cou- 
troverlies, into Treatiſes of Morrtification and Devotion. _ 


Biſhop Andrews Sermons, p. 672. - The Spirit dwells not but where 
Unity and Love is. —— Think of this ſerioully, and ſer it down, that 
at Salem is his Tabernacle; and Salem is Peace z and fo. the Fathers *- 
read it, in pace facts eft locus ejus, make that place for him, and he 
will ſay, here is my Reſt, here will I dwell, for I have a delight 
therein. | —— 


Mr. Vertues Plea for Peace. Chriſt hath ſaid, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers, they ſhall be called the Children of God. Matth. 5. 9; As we 
would ſhare in. this Bleſſedneſs, let it be our ſtudy. tem, p. 51, 
Would we ſee good, and enjoy long days, would we be [ure that we \ 
have that Wildom which is from above, be peaceable, wraugle nor 
for trifles, contend not about uncertainties. 


Dr. Goods Firmianus & Dubitantin:, p. 165. It is not to be doubt» 
ed, bur that Peace and Unity, and Love among our (elves, would 
much difhearten thoſe reſttels/ enemies of our Church and State, &«, 
and cauſe Religion and Primitive Chriſtianity to flouriſh in our miſe- 
rable divided Nation ; while that time, which is now ſpent in vain 
Wranglings and unchriſtian Contentions, would be better employed 
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in devout Prayer, Holy Meditation, 'and Mortification of our- Cor- 
ruptions, in Docks of Piety towards Almighty God, and of Love, 
Mercy and Charity one towards another. 


Mr. Jekyls Sermons on Jer. 5. 29. p. 30. Next to Peace with God, 
without which all other ſecurity will prove deceitful, Unity amongſt 
our ſelves is certainly the moſt effectual thing to the making of us an 
happy people ; and till that be attained, we may poſſibly be quiet, 
but we ſhall never be fafe. 


I ſhall conclude this with an excellent Speech of that Pious and 
Peaceable Prelate, Dr. Reynolds, in his Sermon of Self-denyal, to- 
wards the end; It were worth not only our Faſting and Prayer ; but 
our Studying, our Sweating, our Bleeding, our Dying, to. recover 
Peace to the Church, and Unity amongſt Brethren again. 


I could argue alſo from the miſchievous effects and conſequences of 
our Diviſions, that the caſe of our Church mult be very fad and de- 
plorable while our Diviſions and Confuſions in matters of Religion 
continue. Malorum ilias, a multitude of evils throng in upon a 
Church through irs unchriſtian Diviſions, A divided ſtate is an un- 
happy ſtate; it isa ſtate of Separation from God as well as from their 


Brethren. 


Biſhop Andrews Sermons, p. 672. And what is there would ſooner 
grieve him, (the Holy Spirit) and make him to quit us, than diſcord 
or difunion ? Among divided men or minds he will not dwell ; not 
but where Unity and Love is, "They may talk of the Spirit without 
theſe in vain. , To fay Truth, who would- be-hired-to--dwell in. Me- 
ſheck, Pſal. 120.5. where nothing is but"continual jars and jangles ? 
Such places, fuch men are even'as Torida Zona, not habitable by the 
Spirit, by this Spirit : But for the Spirit of Diviſion, wt habitet inter 
eos Demon, a fit place for the Devil to dwell amang ſuch. And ſure- 
ly he that hath an heart affeted with any ſenſe of the miſerable caſe 
of our divided Church (though bletled be God not in fo lamentable a 
caſe now as in former years) he that hath any concern for it muſt 
needs be convinced that we are not well, cannot be well in our mul- 


tiplicity of Diviſions. 
The 
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The Lord Chancellor Hides Speech to the Parliament, 1660, He calls it 
a ſad Conſideration, that muſt make every Religious Heart to-bleed,, 
to ſee Religion , which ſhould be the ſtrongeſt of Obligations, and 
cement of Aﬀection, and Brotherly kindneſs and Compaſſion, made 
by the perverſe wranglings of pafſhonate and froward Ven ,- the 
Ground of all Animoſity, Hatred, Malice, and Revenge. My Lords 
and Gentlemen, faith he, this Ditquiſition hath coſt the King many a 
ſigh, many a fad hour, when he hath conſidered the almoſt irrepara- 

e Reproach the Proteſtant Religion hath undergone from the Divi- 
ſions and DiſtraCtions, which have been ſo notorious in this Kingdom. 


Biſhop Saunderſon's:Sermons,ad Aulam,Serm. g. Sect.30; Odious to 
God, and grievous'to every Godly Man it is, when ſuch Voices as 
theſe are heard in the Church, 1 am of Paul, and lam of Cephas , and 


I of Apollo. 


Mr.. Baxter in the Life of Sir Matthew Hale faith, that he much 
lamented that ſo many Miniſters: were ſilenced; the Church weakned, 
Papiſts ſtrengthned, the. cauſe of Love and Piety greatly wronged and. 
hindred by the. preſent differences abour Conformity. 


Doftor Good's Firmianus & Dubitantins, &C. p. 152; "Tis indeed 
much to be lamented that we ſhould quarrel about Mint and Cum- 
min, to the prejudice of the more weighty and material duties, and 
ſcandal of our Religion, 


Cauſes of the decay of Chriſtian Piety , p. 424. Amidſt all our impor- 
runate pretences to Piety, if there be indeed any ſuch thing amonglt 
us, methinks, ir ſhould give us ſome relentings, make us tadly con- 
ſider, what a deplorable Condition we have | fr that very Re-- 
ligion into by our Diviſions. | 


Biſhop of Salisbury's Exhortation to Peace and Vnity; p. 30. There - 
have ariſen among us ſuch heats, ſo much bitternels, fo violent an 
averſion to one another, that it muſt needs beget great Grief , and- 
ſad Apprehenſions in all that look on, and judge imparrially. 


Principles and Prattices of ſome Mod. &c. p. 4. It pains me to the 
Heart when I conſider, to what a prodigious heighth about matters in 


Religion. | 
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Religion our fends are grown, and how utterly averſe the tos many 


Sects and. Parties we are crumbled into,” are, to entertain thoughts' of 


Peace and Accommodation. 


Unity of the Catholick Church, p. 1, Whoſoever with an Impar- 
tial Eye, and a truly Religious concern for the Honour of God , the 
Creditof the Goſpel, and the Salvation of Men, looks into the State 
of Chriſtendom , he will ſcarce find any greater caute of forrowful. 


Reflections, than from the many Diviſions and Animoſities which have 


diſtracted and ſeparated its Parts. 


Mr. Wakes Serm. ou Rom. 15. 5,6, 7; I do not believe there is 
any good Chriſtian ſo little affected with thoſe unhappy Diviſions , 
under which the Church at this day labours, as not both heartily to 
deplore them, and to think that nothing could be too much, that mighc 
innocently be done on all hands for the redreſſing of them. And to 


ſhow that theſe Worthy Men had cauſe to complain, and bewail our 


Diviſions, I ſhall Exemplifie the Evils, 
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The Miſchief of our Diviſions. 


HE Firſt Miſchief promoting Atheiſme. Arch-Piſhop Grindal 

in his Fair Warning, Part 2. Edit. 1663, expreſſed his great 
fear of two things, Atheiſm and Popery ; and both ariſing out of our 
needlels differences. By theſe the Enemies of our Religion gain this, 
that nothing can be eſtabliſhed Vy Law in the Proteſtant Religion, 
whoſe every part is not oppoſed by ſome or other of. her own Pro- 
feſſors; fo that things continuing looſe and confuſed , the Papiſts 
have their Opportunity to =y their way, Which is attended with 
Order and Government : And our Religion continuing thus diſtracted 
and divided, ſome vile Wretches lay hold on the Arguments on one 

ſide to confute the other, and ſo hope ar laſt to deſtroy all. 


Judge Hales's Diſconrſe of Religion p. 49. When Men ſee fo much 
Heat and Paſſion, ſo much. Fervour and Contention, ſuch Reproaches 
and Revilings, ſuch Exaſperations of Authority on either Party, ſuch 
mutual Proſecutions one of another, that more could not roſſibly be 
done between Diflenters in thoſe points, which both agree to be Fun- 
damental ; Atheiſtical Spirits are apt to conclude, that probably thoſe 
points that both ſides ſuppoſed to be of greater moment , are,.Eju/- 
dem Farine, as thoſe in Conteſt, which all Men take to be ſmall and 
inconliderable. 


Ar. Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Politie, p. 18. Speaking of Atheiſtical 
perſons, by our Contentions their [rreligious Humour is much ſtreng- 
thened: Alſo by the hor perſuit of lower Controverſies among Men 
profeſſing Religion, and agreeing in the principal Foundation thereof, 
they conceive hope, that about the higher Principles themſelves, time 
will cauſe Alteration to grow. | 


Abner's 
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Abner's Plea for Accommodation, p.41. It will caſt a ſcande! ou 
Religion, jt will open the Mouths of the Adverſaries of the Truth: 
The Name of God 15 blaſphem'd among the Gentiles through you, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 24. The worſt fort among them icoff at ir, it is 
meat-and drink to them: And the better ſort are ftagger'd by it, dil- 
couraged from coming within the pale of the Church , when they ob- 
ſerve Chriſtians, as Contentious, as Pagans ; Believers as quarrel- 
ſome, as Inhdels. | 


Unity of Catholick Chriſiians : The many Diviſions and Animoſities, 
which have diſtraGted and ſeparated the parts of Chriſtendom , thele 
have opened the Mouths, and whet the Tongues of its profeſſed Ene- 
mies to Reviling and Railings, and Prophane Scoffs-againſt our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, and his Holy Religion, and ſtifled the firſt thoughts 
of admitting the moſt Convincing Truths to a debate among Jews , 
Turks, ur Fagans, and {topt their Ears againſt the wiſeſt Charmes : 
To no onecauſe can we more reaſonably impute the 1mall progreſs 
which Chriſtianity hath made in the World for a Thouſand years 
paſt. The ſame contents have a pernicious influence at home upon 
the, Faith and Manners of thoſe within the Pale of the Church : Men 
are hereby too ſoon tempted into ſome degree of Sceptiſciſm about ve- 
ry material points of Chriſtian Doctrine, in which they obſerve fo 
many to differ among themſelves. 


Biſhop Hacket on Acts 15. 39. Where many Sects ſpring up, it 
calls the Truth more intoqueſtion; and the fewer Proſelyres will be 
gained. 


Secondly, By bringing Men to a Lukewarmneſs and Inaifferency in 
the great things of Religion. 


Liſhop Whirgift's Letter to the Council, in Fullers Hift. L.g. Thar 
i1 King Edwards Time, and in the beginning of Queen Flizabeths be- 
fore the heat of theſe Contentions , the Goſpel mightily prevailed. 
But ſince this Schiſm and Diviſion the contrary Effects have happened. 


Deſi of Chriſtian. p. 236. It is tcoviſibly apparent to be de- 
nied, that thoſe who have ſuch a ſcalding hor Zeal, [or contend fo 


earneſtly] either for, or againſt things of no certainty , and no ne-. 


ceſſity 
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ceſſity, are many of them, as their Predeceſſors the Phariſees were , 
in the very other Extream, as to not a few of the weightieſt matters 


# . 


of Religion. 


Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconformiſts, Part 4. pag. 17 ; It ren- 
ders the Labours of the Worthieſt ſuſpected and 'delpiſed [by the 
contrary-minded.] The moſt uſeful, profitable, ſearching Books 
which the World hath moſt need of, are not as much as look'd into 
by many, but rejected, becaule the Books of F-— s (as they are 
called;) Yea, more, if a Conformiſt have the Name of F — 
ſome of our Church-P —- will not come nigh the door-poſts of Wil- 
dom. | 


Mr. Kidder's Sermons, 1 Pet. 3. 11: We quarrel for Trifles, and 
neglect our unqueſtionable Duty to God and Man. 


Dottor Burnet, Biſhop of Salisbury , Matth. 12. 25. p. 5. The ill 
Effects of this Zeal [or Contentiouſneſs] upon our ſelves will be, That 
as this Temper grows upon us, all our inward ſeriouſneſs will in a 
great meaſure abate, and turn meerly to a Form : And with that, ma- 
ny other Sins will creep in upon us; we will bear with many ill 
things in others, becauſe they are of our Party, whom otherwiſe we 
world deteſt for their ill Lives, and by Converſing much with them , 
we will contraC&t at leaſt a Familiarity with their Vices, and perhaps 
imagine, That by our rage and heat we offer up ſome acceptable $a- 
crifice to God, to compenſate for our other Diſorders. | 


Cauſes of Decay of Piety, p. 251. When bitter Zeal was once 
fermented, the Orthodoxy or Herefie of Lives became ſoon Tearms 
out-dated, and Men were meaſured only by Opinious : Item p. 301. 
They are not much diſcompoled, to ſee Men of no Religion , 'tis on- 
ly the having one different from their own that makes their Indig- 
nation, 


My. Cook's Sermons on Rozs. 12. 18. p. 24; What a wy there 
with this and the other Zealous and Conkenus Seq, even by thole 
that have neither Zeal, nor Conſcience, but are Deriders of both , 
and of ſtrict Holineſs in all forts of Profeſſors. 
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Appendix to the third yart of the Frien Debate,' p. 143 ; Dottor 
Jackſon tells us the firſt ground of his diflike to the chi Solicitors of 
Reformation in our Church , was the deformity of their Zeal, not 
moving them to redreſs known Enormities of the Common-wealth , 
much more material, and much more nearly concerning the Advance- 
ment of the Goſpel, thanrhofe donbtful Controverſies of Formality, 
about which they ſtrove. 


Biſhop Wilkins on Rom. 14- 17, 18, Let a Man but indifferently 
look round about him, —_ all the kinds'of Parties in our times.,. 
even thofe who in his own judgment he efteems the beft, and then lay; 
Whether bothour Common Peace, and the Power of Religion hath 
not ſuffered exceedingly upon the account of our Zeal in leſſer 
Taatrers. 


Another Miſchief, it deſtroys Charity.. 


Doftor Steward's Englands Caſe, p, 26 : In fuch Diviſionsas theſe, 
Men'are —_— to forget all Bonds of Peace, and for poſſeſſion 
fommerimes of a little fuppoſed Truth, quit indeed their whole ſtate of 


Charity. 


Ar. Kidder's Sermons, 1 Pet. 3. 11. We do indeed fiercely 
contend with each other, but it is becauſe we want Charity 5 We neg- 
tec that plain Duty, whilefſt we are fond of fome Opinion of @ur 
own, which is often falſe, and at beſt but doubtful. 


Pref. to Ufher's Body of Dios Men falling into Sefts and 
Schiſms, break the Bond of Love, and fall off from the Communion of 
Saints, as though it wereno Article of their Creed ; and being in Love- 
with their own New Tenets, they conterid more for them, 
than any Fundamental Truths, and hate , Malign moſt tterny an 
Uncharitably all choſe that differ from them in their Opinions, thou 
never jo Conſcientious and Religious, as though the Pprofeſled not the 
 Tarne Falth,, yea, ſerved. not the fame God, gor believed in the ſame 
SR. ik. ES if: oo SI ts 
Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian Piety, p. 284; Tt is apparent in 
. too many, That they are apt to.confine even the Common Offices of 


Humanic 
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Homanity to: thee ore Sect 3 and others wha do not fo, ſhew fo 
grear/partialiry in diſpenſing them , as diſcovers that the Þ Namie -of 
Chriftian-is not half ſo. charming as that of their own pazticular 
Faction. 


My. Cook's Serm. Rom. 12.18. How dreadful is it to conſider 
what we may plainly obſerve, that Difſention, Hatred, and Rancour 
is. not fo Violent and [rreconcileable betwixt Extream Oppoſites, who 
diſſent utterly (as Pagans and Chriſtians tor Example) as it commonly 
is detwixt ſubordinate Profeffors, who agree upon Generals, and in 
the main Subſtance, butdifſent in Particulars. Thoſe of the Church 
of Rome this day rather Tolerate, do not ſo extreamly hate , a Turk, 
a Jew, a Pagan, asthey doa Proteſtant , and ſome Proteſtants to. be 
quit with them, do in affection and kind uſage too plainly prefer a 
Heathen or Mahometan before them. 


Judge Hales's Diſcoarſes of Relig. p. 37. It often comes to paſs that 
not only the Common Bond of Charity, and of Chriſtian Love is bro- 
ken between the Profeſſors of the ſame Subſtantials in Chriſtianity, bur 
there is moſt ordinarily much-more Severity, and Perſecution and Im- 
placableneſs, and Irreconcileableneſs, more Endeavours to undermine, 
and fupplant, and difgrace Diſſenters , more Scorns, and vilifying, 
and reproach, and Infolence one towards another in their viciſſitudes 
of Advantage, than there is between Men. of the. moſt looſe and pro- 

ne Lives, and Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; between Orthodox and 
Jereticks; nay, between Chriſtians, and Turks, or Infidels many 
rumes. 


Biſhop of Salishuries Exbortation, to Peace , p, 11. . Luther and 
Ziinglius difference about the Sacrament has raifed ſuch an alienation, 
that in many places the Lutherans are no leſs, and in fome more fierce 
againſt the Calviniſts, than againſt Papiſts. 


BiſhopReynold's Brother/ ement,, Pc. 8. b the preva- 
rk Corduptiol, the Afeions of good Men fo diffenti he of- 
ten'Alienated and 'Eftranged one from another. 


Glanvil's Catholick.Chavity, p. 8. Though 1 fee never fo much 
eagerneſs for an Opinion, or —_— — 
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out the Conſcience of Chriſtian Love, I ſhall never call that forward- 
neſs for thoſe little things, Zealor Rehpion ; yea, though thoſe warm 
Men ſhould facrifice their Lives to their beloved Trifles, I ſhould not 
think them Martyrs, but fear rather, that they went from one fire to 
another, and a worſe, as 1 Cor. 13. 3. 


Mr. Cook's Sermons on Rom. 12. 18. p. 3. Though ſome di- 
vided Parties may in their ſeveral wayes exerciſe many acts of true 
and ſubſtantial Worſhip, yet whileſt che Members thereof retain in 
their hearts any unpeaceable Diſpoſition , or bitter Envy (though 
thay call it Zeal) againſt another Party, all the Effects of their Reli- 

ion muſt neceſſarily be null and void ; becauſe in our Religion wecan 

d no ſort of diſpenſation for an Uncharitable Temper. 


Glanvil's Catholick Char. p. $5, 56. If therefore we are Friends 
to Chriſtian Love, let us avoid, and oppoſe this its moſt fatal Enemy ; 
and conſider that we ſhould exerciſe our Zeal about the neceſſary , 
certain things, and our Charity about the reſt. 


That Diviſions are Ruinous of a Church, 


Bucer ;, 1 ſee, with what Art Satan doth refiſt, [4. e. the Reforma- 
rion ; ] While he goeth abour to ſtir up ſo many pernitious Conten- 
rionS, as well in Doctrineas Rites, For ſurely, except we remove 
ſo manifeſt diſhononrings: of God, whereby | the whole Kingdom of 
God may be renewed. Oh how intolerable Wrath of God fhall 
be kindled againſt this Rhealm! In another place, With this crafty 
flight hath that Ancient Enemy driven miſerable Germany unto theſe 
preſent Calamities, wherewith they be now —_— (mKing Edward 
the VI. dayes ) God forbid, 'Chriſt Jefus, I fay, our only Saviour , 
forbid, that he prevail againſt England with this crafty ſubriley, 


Biſhop Andrew's Sermon, p. 913. Let us begin with the motion 
for Fire from Heaven upon the Samaritans, Luke g. 55, Let us begin 
with-that which was the beginning of all this quarrel ,- difſeat in Reli- 
gion between the Samaritan and:the Jew. eſce the fruit of it here, 
and what Spirit it makes Men of, mutual and mortal hatred breaking 
forth-upon every occafion, And thefe two the Samaritans and the Jews 
eateroreneadofi,tllk made anend of them. In amr 
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ſee inthe days of Claydiis (Cumany then Deputy ) the very like 
quarrel to this here, , upon the. very. fame occaſion, taken up: wholly 
byche Zelote, and puriueg. hard, .vpened the way to the Jews War, 
which never ended till the utter rooting out, and deſolation/ of them 
both, | | 


Tnjuntt... of K. James I. to the Biſhops, 1626., One thing there is, 
which proves a great hinderance of thys State, and not continued , 
nan the people without great offence againſt God, detrimen ' 
both to C and State, and our great diſſervice in this aud all other 
buſineſs ; . It is the breach of Unity which is grown too great and 
common among all ſorts'of men. : The danger of this goes far ; for 
in all States is bas, made way. for enemies to enter... 


Mr. Hookers Anſwer ro Mr. Travers Supplicat. p 30. "There can 
come nothing of Contention, but the natural waſte of the parties con- 
tending, 'til}a common Enemy dance in the aſhes of them. both. 


. Halls Works, Biſhoy of Norwich, p. 413- If wedeſire the grief of 
our common Mother,..the languiſhing of the Goſpel, the :extirpation 
of Religion, the loſs of Poſterity, the advantage of our Adverlaries, 
which way could theſe heeffected mare, than by our Diviſions? 


Ar. Vertues. Plea for Peace, p. 25. Falling out among our ſelves 
we ſtand aloof off one from another, ſuffering our ſelves to be de- 
voured by the common Foe, while we look on : Yea happily we ſhall 
be ready to act one againſt another, and fo to fave the Enemy a la- » 
bour ; as Moab againſt Ammon, and Ammon againſt Moab, and Edom 
againſt both, ſheathing their Swords each in _— ; ſo that Jehoſaphar 
and his Jews needed not to ſtrike a ſtroke, . 2 Chron. 20. 3,1 ſa. g- 24. 
Gal. 5.15. It is a Dutch device, and 'a good one, to this purpole, 
of two earthen pots ſwimming on the water, frangimur ſi collidimur, 
we are broken all to pieces if we claſh one ein another. - 1dem, 
P--31., Beſides that God doth often puniſh breaches and diviſions in 
the Church among Chriſtians, by raiſing up ſome {torm againſt them, 
which may teach them better to agree ; we being in this too like to. 
Sheep, which on a fair Sun-ſhine day are ſcattered each fro _ P- 
on the Mountains; but a ftorm avs gp together: : So doth, Ewjs 


biw relate, that the Church enjoyed. nwch. peace and freedommime- 
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diately before the Pefiſccution raifed againſt ir by DARleſiar; and! mas 
king no' better ufe of it that to'fallidtynder Thats ard Fadti- 
ous Contentions, inftimtly' God'taok a courfe-by/wey-of prnithmerts 
to cover the Davghter of Zi with Cloud in ms Anger-; and to” 
caſt down from Heaven to Earth.the beauty of 1/r2el, and not to re- 
member his footſtool in the day of his Anger, ſetting up the Right- 
hand of his. Churches enemies, and making their adverſaries to re- 
joyce. Lam.2.r. Pſal. 39; 42. | 2829. 4.g. + G9 01 HOU 


Mr. Ward of Ipſwich's Sermons, p. 253. Charity, Charity is rhe 
builder of Churches : Strife about trifles hath- waſted many famous 
ones, and placed the Temple of * Mahomer. where the Golden Candle- 
ſtick was wont to ſtand, Wepiry the former Ages contending about 
leavened and unleavened Bread, keeping of Eaſter, Faſting on Sun- 


days, the future Ages will do'che like by us. 
Pypgots Abners Plea for Accommotiation in 43, Þ: 34: Take heed, 


your private difſentions do not expole you as a prey to the common 
adverfary. 1-remember the dying. Mthers admonition to his Sons : 
Having calFd them all rogether, he'caufed a Faggot to-be bronghr into 
the Roum, and commanded the ftouteſt of them to break ir ; they 
tryed one after another, but none- of -them could do it;- ther he bade 
them undo the band, and take them ſtick by ſtick, and 1o they ſnapped 
them aſimder fike a twined thread + Thus ſhall ic be with you, m 
Sons, (faith the Old ManY when F am dead, © if you continue vnited* 
and knit together in the bond of Peace and Love , no Enemies ſhall 
be able ro hurt you ; but if you once break the bond, and fall into 
differences among your felves, you'l preſently be broken to pieces, 
and come to nothing, Jrem, P. 42, 'I he wild Boar of the Foreſt, 
I rheati the 7k; - had never made {uch inrodes into Chriſtendom, had- 
ir not been for the diffention of Chriſtian Brethren: L.--QT -Þ 


Emory Baorh, Upon the Rebellion in Ireland, Ejac. 3. Becauſe we” 
have-not more loved thy "Truth, and praCticed in Charity, thou haſt 
ſuffered 2 Spitir of error and bitterneſs,” of mutual and mortal hatred 
ro arife among vs. as 46: >, Moran, 16971 VAN! (1.2147 
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' Biſde Reynolds Brirk: emceiif} "p. 3. Cites hofy Cygriie 
Wis pothour es we Ts one great cauſe of Nt Dre Pers: 


cution, 
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cution, whichGod-fnt-upon the Church : Had Unanimity and Peace, 
{aid he, LO Prethran, we had long ago obtained our 
Petitions from: [wine Mercy, neuber bad we been thus long toſſed 
with thdſe Fempeſts, which endanger our Faith and Salvation .: no 
wero :wec veniſſeut Fratribus hec mala , fi mn unum fraternitas fuiſſet 


animata. 


'- (Biſhop|Blacket on &QSs a 5..39-:p.18,.9- Thepaſſage is well known 
about Croftenciethe Great, how he removd, from his Palace mn the 
Ekſt, becauſe coruerof the Imperial City, was filled with ad- 
verſe diſputations:abaut Religion; much more you may preſume that 
God will depart hat:Church, wheze the flames of notorious dil-. 
cords aver. 4 Ho 331% | 


IT 1 


MORO] EL, S397 "Is ' : v 
Cauſes of decay of Chrifſhian Pity; 1i:304: A8to5he extirpatian 
of the Eafern Churches, he that ſhall examine the Records of thoſe 
Times will havecauſeto fay, their janglmgs and diviſions were not 
} onlyina Moral and Dixine, /'but: even 49.8 jpraper natural ſence the 
Infiruments ef ac, ithe-Tp»kr0nly, eaming inat theſe breaches which 
themſelye&&have made {0 e572 


Glamnvells Cath. Charity, P: 17. The greataſt evils that have, or- 
can happen tothe Church, have-been thei effects of zhe decay of .Cha« 
rity, -andofthole ;inteftine diysions: that have grown. up in i : From. 
rheſe-fhe hath always ſuffered.mose, than-from. ex Perſecutions. 
The flames within have conlumed her, when thoſe from without, have- 
only ſing'd her garments. ; 


Biſhopuof Salsbury's ,Zxhort, 49 Peace,and Vruon, .ouMatth. 1 2,25. 
p.: 3+ Ihere» is morhing on defeats the 85d of Religion mare,,aud: 
.doch moreinaturally- lead: all ;manngr of fn, apd,gppictics,, . which, 
.muſtend in Temporal as -well- as Exeraal ruing, {then aur Diviſions, 
Pag,'g. 1n'Divilions either party; wail be;{o. antant on; their.lictle. de- 
'Ggns, that rhewhole may periſh ; - and they wall bite and, devour one- 
another, -ull they arereichericontumed, gne-of. anciher,; or mage an: 
.-eaſie Conquelt rochaterhatiboth 4ee-and.wnprove ell theig;adyantages. 


3 WVIlk eJ9%. \ ; 10 199 (3 A FJUVI!NG 9 (1 1 
Irem, )Exhort. p:\10,'11. The Africans continued. caarrelling, a- 
bour Cecilian and his ordainers, till the Yandals came and' deſtroyed: 
, both, 


UMI 
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'both the one and the other, - -em,-p.-1 1. And canwe: think without 
=ffonifhment,”thar che differ@nce of the Procefſion.of the Holy> Ghoſt 
could ever have retit the” Grvek -and Lat Churches io: vidently: one 
from-another, -that the Davin? rather thats .aMſt therpcher, 3.loak'd on 
till they were deſtroyed by the Orroman'Family, which has ever ſince 
been fo terrible a Neighbour to the reſt of Europe. | 


Mr. Hesketh on Lam. 3. 20, 21." p. 25.” It were ſeaſonable to have 
made fome reflections upon' the unchriſtian heats and unreaſonable:.dif- 
ferences that are among us, things that render-us not only ſinners, but 

reat fools, and plain contrivers far our own'Ruine:. For, theſe. are 
evils, that will deſtroy us alone,/ and by their: own weight ſink us into 
deſtruction. Divided Societies laſt not long, the experience of -all 
Ages confirms it for a Truth ; and I do not fee what reaſon we have 


to expect an exemption from/the common fate. 


Dy. Mores Myſtery of Iniquity, p. 554. What harm is it to pre- 
fage ſo well of the Reformation, as thac afrer the decurſion. of the 
| years of - their Childhood, God- will:ripen them into 2 more:Manly 
{ence of the great and indiſpenſable Duties of the: Gaſpet;z] that he 
will nor tolerate nor connive any longer at their Childiſh ſquabling 
abour Nut-ſhells, "Counters -and Cherry-ftunes ; and menace them 
even with deſtruction, -if they leave nor off their animoſities aud aife- 
rities-of mind about roy9 and'trifles, and hold - faſt to:the Royal Law 
of Eove ? If ye birt" and worry one" another, take heed that ye be not 
co ſumed one'of anther." Gall 5.'15. | | 


Myr. Hancocks Sermon on Luke 19. 42. If the judgments of God, 
which we have'already groaned under, cannot ; ' fure the dangers that 
threaten vs and our Religion, might help [to abate: our heats,: and 
feppreſs our differences : Did nor/Chriſtiatity decay inthe Church of 
"Corinth as their Schifms and Factions increaſed ? Pap. 31. Were not 
the former Conqueſts of -thefe Nations, the effects of our own Divi- 
fions ? God grant that ſaying may never be applyed to us, which was 
uſed of 'our Fore-Fathers, that whilſt they ſeverally quarrel'd among 

- themſelves, 'they: were all overcome:by the common my Item, 
They are convinced, that a number of petty Sects and divided Inte- 
reſts carinot long maintain their ground againſt the Roman Forces. 


Ar. Cooks 
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Ay. Cooks Sermon 0 Rom. 12, 18. p. 4, Were it not for that ſe 
curity , the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it , (that is the 
Church) the unhappy contentions about it, the worſt of Devils would 
{oo hatten its uction. py 


Ay. Jekylls Sermon on Jer. 5. 29. p. 21. But there one thing, 
which if not ſpeedily prevented, will before we are aware let in thar 
which we ſo much fear, and cry out againſt ; (vjz. Popery) and 
which perhaps too roo many of us, more or leſs, may be in to; 
I mean thote unnatural heats and diviſions amongſt our ſelves, amidſt 
which, though we are not altogether ſwerved from the Form, yet 
we are ly ated from the true Spirit and Power of God- 
linefs and Chriftiamty. — How fad the and conlequence of 
theſe heart-burnings and animoſities, unchriſtian ftrifes and debates 
will be, Lam afraid to think of ! Jrem, p. 25. We are diſtrating 
our own Devotions, yea and provoking (I had almoſt faid devouring) 
one another, whilſt our Adverfaries in the day they look for (which 
God grant may never come) will make no difference, but ſwallow us 
up together. 


Principles and Practices, p. 10. of Ep. It is high time to be recon . 
ciled to Moderation and Sobriety, to lay aſide our uncharitable, and 
therefore unchriſtian heats againſt each other, and to throw water up- 
0:1 thoſe flames, that threaten our deſtruction, (and but for Gods in- 
finite Mercy, would have effected ir before now) inſtead of adding 


more fewel unto it. 


Mr. Kidder on 1 Pet. 3. 11. p. 29. The ſeveral Sects and Quarrels 
of the Jews among themſelves, and-the fury of their Zealots, - were 
but'a prologue w their miſerable deſtruction, 


Biſhop Taylors Coll, of Diſcourſes; Ep. before Liberty of Proph. For 

my own particular, I cannot but expect that God in his Juſtice ſhoald- 

lat the bounds of the Tykiſh Empire, or {ome other way puniſh 

br oy by reaſon of their pertinacious dilpatings about things un- 
necelacy,, wndetermigzable and wnproficable. Ph 

.. Canſes of | the. Decny of Chriſtian Pjety, p. 427. 1t/is che ulua): 

Oegonoiny of Diviae Jultice to os jo Grimes our,/Punilhment,, 


-- 
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and to give us up to thoſe ills, which were at firſt our own depraved 
choice : And God knows, we have too much reaſon to fear this may 
beour caſez that we who have ſo perverſly violated all the bonds of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our ſelves out of all inclinations to Peace, 

ſhould never be able to reſume them. Jrem, p. 428. This, alaſs ! 
as it is the fearfulleſt, ſo is it the probableſt iflue of our wild conten- 
tions, ſuch as nothing but the miraculous effluxes ot Divine Clemen- 
Cy can avert. 


To conclude, as well we may, with this as an undoubted Truth, 
from Mr. Kidders Sermon on 1 Per. 3. 11. p, 22. Theſe Contentions 
have done more miſchief than all the Perfecutions put together ; more 
have fallen, and more dangerouſly this way, than by the Swords of 
Tyrants, and avowed Enemies of our Religion. 


Arguments for taking the Ceremonies away, 
or leaving the Uſe of them indifferent ; 
eſpecially the Sign of the Croſs. 


HE is the moſt proper place to premiſe ſomewhat concerning the 

Lawfulneſs of Ceremonies, leaſt I ſhould in any thing which 
follows be thought to condemn my own practice, in point of Con- 
formity to theſe Ceremonies. 


As to Kneeling at the Sacrament, 1 think-the Rubrick ſhould fa- 
tisfie Perſons ; it ſpeaks very plainly : Ir is hereby declared, that no 
Adoration is intended, or ought to be done, either unto the Sacra- 
mental Bread and Wine, there Bodily received, or unto any Corpo- 
real Preſence of Chriſts Natural Fleſh and Blood. For the Sacramen- 
tal Bread and Wine remain ſtill in their very Natural Subſtances, 

and 


4 >. | 

and therefore may not be Adored, (for that were Idolatry to be ab- 
horred of all faithful Chriſtians) and the Natural Body -and Blood of 
our Saviour Chriſt are in Heaven, &c. 


Mr, Bayns Chriſtian Letters, p. 201. Kneeling is neither an occa- 
fion , nor by participation Idolatry. Kneeling never bred Bread- 
Worſhip, and our Doctrine of the Sacrament knownto all the World, 
doth free us from ſuſpition of Adoration in it. Thus he though a 
Nonconformilt, 


My. Tombs Theodulia, p. 168. That whatſoever Geſture our Sa- 
viour uſed it doth not oblige us, becaule the Geſture ſeems nor ro have 
been of choice uſed by Chriſt. 2. Becauſe St. Paul omits th< Geſture, 
which he would not have done, if it had been binding. 3. He men- 
tions the Night, and calls it the Lords Supper ; and i the Time be 
not neceſſary, much leſs the Geſture. 4. If the Geſture doth oblige, 
then Chriſtians muſt uſe the ſelf-flame that Chriſt uſed, 3. e. Lyin 
down or Leaning, &c. Mr. Baxter in his Chriſtian Direftor) CLikink 
ſpeaking of the Sacrament) tells us, he thinks Mr. Paybodies Book in 
defence of Xnecling to be unanſwerable. 


As to the Surplice ; Platina mentions it to be brought in very.ear- 
ly into the Church, in the days of the good Biſhops of Rome, Anno 
Domini 250, by Stephen a Martyr under Decizs the Emperour ; 
And none can deny but that in the Apoſtles days, after Baptiſm (the 
Baptized in thoſe hot Countries of the Eaſt, being commonly atleaſt 
dipped or plunged in the Water with their naked Bodies) the perſons 
Baptized put on new white Veſtments to ſhew the Purity of a Chri- 
ſtian : Whence the Lords day after Eaſter (which Eaſter was their 
chief time of Pappr> was called Dominica in Albi, the Lords day 
in White. 4. Leighs Annotations on the New Teſtament tell you 
thoſe expreſſions of putting on the Lord Jeſus, and putting off the 
Old Man have alluſion to the Garments. Peter Martyr ſpeaks in his 
Anſwer to Biſhop Hoopers Letter : The Defenders of this Cereman 
may pretend ſome honeſt and juſt ſignification, and Zepperus himſelf, 
(though no Friend to the Sign of the Croſs in the Baptilmal Office, as 
Mr. Sprint tells us in his Cafſander Anglicanws) ſpeaking of the Papilts, 
faith thus ; We read nothing of the Superſtitious Habus in the Monu- 


ments of Antiquity, except only of the White Veſture ; Qua »f 
> A. H 2 ſuont 
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ſunt ſme ſuperſtitione in ſignum & Commone fattionem honeſt at is 'vite. 
So that if it were a ſignihcative Ceremony (ay'it is not m the Church 
of Englands ule of it) yet in their judgments the uſe of 'it might be 
innocent. 


Biſhop Taylors Duttor Dubitantium, p. 668. Great Reaſon have 
we to honour the Wiſdom of the Church of England, which hath in 
all her Offices retained but one Ritual or Ceremony that is not of Di: 
vine Ordinance, or Apoſtolical Practice, and that 1s the Cro!s at Bap- 
tiſm : Which, though. ir be a ſignificant Ceremony, and of no other 
uſe, yet as it isa compliance with the Antient Church, 1o is it very 
innocent in it ſelf, and being one alone is not troubleſome [or burthen- 
ſome]. Archbiſhop Whirgife faid, the Surplice was not enjoyned as 
a ſignificant Ceremony. "The Canon about the Surplice mentioneth 
nothing of uſing it for ſignification of rey or unſpotted innocency. 
We do not wear it as monitory or inſtructive to keep the inner man 
pure and clean, but as a Garment of uſe in the Antient Church, and 
tran{mitted down from them to us, and retained at our Reformation : 
And ſome urge it to be decent, and no ways unbecoming a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, who may wear certainly White as lawfully as Black, 
without placing yea or Unholyneſs in any Garment. If we ſee 
not ſo great reaſon for the impoſition or continuance, yet we may ſee 
ſufficient reaſon for the ſubmiſſion. It is nor uſed by us as by the Pa- 
pifts, who muſt have it hallowed or conſecrated by —_ over it, 
that it may defend him that wears it from the Devil. They uſe it 
indeed with a Superſtitious opinion of Holyneſs, but we have no Con- 
fecrating Surplices, nor any fuch - nag at it isa fence againſt the 
Devil, or preſervative from his aſſaults and temptations. 


Several Nonconformiſts have ſaid, they would be content to Preach 
the Goſpel in a Fools coat rather than be filent ; as the Famons 
Mr. Daille of France being asked his judgment by ſome Nonconfor- 
wiſts of England, faid (as Iam told by a French Miniſter, and that 
he had ſeen 1t mentjoned in a Book wrote by one of our Bifhops ) That 
our Cexernonies were good, and before he would make a rent in the 
Church for Gy 0 as the Surplice, &c, If the King of France 
would give himeave to Preach at Paris, (which the King forbid him ) 


he would Preach, though it were in a Fools coat. 


As 
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. As to the Lawfulnefs pf the” Sign: of the Crals 'at Baptiſm, It is, I 
Baprize , I Bagtize thee inthe Name of the Rather; &c: which is 
all thatis Edential to Baptiſm, or the Subſtance of that Ordinance : 
Then it follows, We receive this [Baptized] Child into the Congre- 
gation of Chriſts Flock, as the Priviledge, Baptiſm makes him a 
Member of the Catholick- Church, and particularly of that Church 
into which hes Baptized : But the awning and. receiving intoCommu- 
niou is the Churches Act, Then follows, and ſign: him with the Si 
of the Croſs in token, &c. as fignificative, and with the words Jecla 
rative of that I which he 1s obliged and bouhd unto by Baptiſm, 
to ownthe Faith of Chriſt Crucified, &c. - And though the Words 
are, In token that he ſhall not beaſhamed to own; &e. It is only in 
the Judgment of Chariry, what :the'-Church hopeth and pereny fr | 
from him hereafter, when he is-come to years to-know Good and 
Evil, his Faith, Profeſſion, and Obedience to the Trinity, according 
to his Baptiſm. Andthus Dr. Roxyges ins his Subſcription with Expli- 
cation of his meaning, allowed by King James the Firlt, and the Arch- 
Biſhop of Camterbury., and declared to be the ſenſe of the Church of 
England : Where the Book faith, And:@o fign' him-with the Sign. of 
the Croſs, in token,'&c. I underſtand, faith he, that Book not to 
mean, That the Sign of the Croſs hath any Vertue in it to effect or 
further this Duty , but only to intimate and -expreſs by that Cere- 
mony (by which the Ancients did: avow their -profeflion of Chriſt 
Crucified ) what the Congregation hopeth and expeQeth hereafter 
from' that Infant : And therefore alſo" when the -I'wentieth Canon 
faith, Tharthe Infant is by that Sign Dedicated unto the Service of 
Chriſt, 1 underſtand that Dedication to-import, not a real Conſecra- 
tion of the Child, which was done in Baptiſm it ſelf; but only a Ce- 
remonial-Declaration of that Dedication, like as the Prieſt is ſaid to 
make &lean the Leper, whoſe being clean he only declared. 


There was undoubtedly a lawful uſe of the Croſs in ſome Primitive 
Chriſtians, while they lived among profefled Jews and Heathens, Ene- 
mies of the Croſs of Chriſt, as Phil. 3. 18. upbraiding- the Chriſtians 
that their God dyed upon a Croſs. It beganar his Crucifixion, Afatth, 
27: 415 42; The Chief Priefts mocking him with the Scribes and Elders 
ſeid, Tf he be the King of Iſrael, let him now come down from the Croſs, 
and we will beljeve him. The more others {coffed ar the Chriſtians for - 
their Crucified Saviour, with -the .greater Courage, -Reſolution, and 
4 Conſtancy 
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Conſtancy did thezChriſtians own.and make profeſſion of him. And 
this'was a ſign: prafeſing Chriſt, which at the: ſight of Jews and 
Infidels;' ini the'Markets,” and any where elſe was of common ' uſe 
among the Chriſtians,” uſed at their Meals many times , and Tranſla- 
red. to Baptiſm. When the Empire became Chriſtian, Conſtantine 
. uſed it, and others.1n their. Enſigns of War, to fignifie, Chriſt Cru- 
cified;was the God/-they,. owned ,; and expected Victory in Batrtel 
from him. In theinEgats of Arms, 'in their Coynes at this day, it 
is uſed as of Old, to ſhew the: Religion of the Perſons, - or the Coun- 
tries, thar they were Chriſtians. 1f any Object that was a Civil uſe 
of it, and not Religious, I ſay it was of Religious {ignification there. 
Yer indeed with Peter 'fartyr,:; for mine own part, I wiſh that all 
things-may-be done fimplicifiime,” moſt free from Humane mixtures 
in the Worſhip'of Godz/Again, Its fignification and-uſe-is, ad homi- 
nem, and not ad Deum. ; For firſt, If it were permanent, and im- 
printed on the Forhead (which in Scripture. is uſed to ſignifie boldneſs 
and confidence, in a good, and in all ill ſenſe, - as Ezek. 3. 8. Jer. 
3- 3: And-jh the ſign of the Croſs -made'there fignifieth of the Child 
boldneſs,” Chriſtian Qourage and Confidence, that he ſhall not be aſha- 
med, &e.;); it would fignifie to Men, and not to God ; unto Chri- 
Rians , that he was one of their number. Secondly, "The uſe of it 
among the Primitive Chriſtians was to ſignifie ro Chriſtians' among 
themielves, or more eſpecially to Jews and Heathens their Chriſtian 
Profeſhon. ' "Thirdly, 'T he Difſenters call them-ſignificant teachin 

ſigns, and bring that as an Argument. againſt them,: but do we bc 
God or Man, furely Man is fit for Inſtruftion. And as to Addition , 
the Curſe is equally againſt diminiſhing, as adding: But the Love- 
kiſs, Signaculum reconciliationss ; Waſhing the Dilciples Feer a token 
of Humility ; The Feaſts of Charity mention'd at the Sacrament by 
St. Jude; the Community of Goods, the Deaconeſles, &c. Things 
of this Nature arenot of the ſubſtance of the Word, or the Ordinan- 
ces, but are Circumſtantials, and may be changed, added, or taken 
away ſafely. I could cite too an Eminent Nonconformiſt , where he 
faith, it cannot be called an Addition in Scripture ſenſe, unleſs the 
Governours ftamp Holyneſs upon it, or Neceſſity, as a neceſſary Du- 
ty, Dottrinal Neceſſity he means : Or unleſs. by adding they mean , 
giving the ſ4me Efficacy to Humane Inſtitutions as God doth to his, by 
making them to confer Grace upon the rightly diſpoſed ; and by di- 
miniſhing that the Service is not compleat without it. I ſhall ooptads 
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with a ſaying of Mr. Calvin, Let not any think, me ſo auſtere or bound 
up, 4; to forbid a Chriſtian to accommodate himſelf to the Papiſts, in ary 


Ceremony or Obſervance : For it is not my purpoſe to condemn any thing, but 


what #5 clearly Evil,, and openly Vitiow.. 1 have ſaid thus much, leſt 
{ome that are uncharitable ts our Church ſhould think , I wrote, Be- 
cauſe I was pinched, and could not tell how to ſatisfie my Couſcience 
in Conformity. 


Dottor More's Myſtery of Godlineſs, Pref. Sect. 10. The Croſs, 
ſo ſeaſonable at the firſt Inſticution of;is, while , profeſſed ſagans.. 
were miugled among Chriſtians, and ſo ſignificant alwayes., that - if 
the Church cannot make ſuch an Additional as this (in his Judgment) 
ſhe can make none at all. | 


True State of Prim. Chriſt. p. 18; I will name another Ceremony, 
which gives great offence with (eueer reaſon; the- bowing towards 
the Altar, which in my own Ju rages allow, and practiſe in forge 
meaſure, when I come into ſuc Congragenons as generally ule ic, 
avoiding {till to give offence to any , as far as I may with ſafe Con- 
ſcience. I affirm it is a very fitting thing to ſhew Reverence in the 
Houſe of God, and to ſhew it by bowing as well as-any other. means, 
and to bow that way, to the Eaſt as well. as any other way: . Bowi 
towards the Altar is grown into abuſe, by the Papiſts ſuppoſing Chri 
to be Corporally pretent there. With us the Miniſter bows to ſhew 
ſome particular Reverence in that place , where the Bleſſed Sacrament 
is Conſecrated, Let this pals for good , though ſomething alſo. may 
be ſaid againſt it. > 


Ceremonies not go be Innovated or Multiplyed. 


t this Rule of Order and Decency is not to be extended to 
Decencies as are only Ornament, but 1sto be limited to ſuch ,as 
only reſcue from Confuſion ; the reaſon is, becauſe oO 


B kara n. Dutftoy Dubit. L. 3. Ch. 4- Rule 4. Set. 19, 20. 
uch 
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Epiritual Guides cantot dotheir Duty, unleſs things be ſo orderly, as 
that there be no Confuſion, bur if it cat! go beyond this Limit , - then 
it can have no Natural Limit; but may extend to Sumptuouſneſs,. to. 
Orndment for Chirches;'t6 rich Utenſils, &#. But becauſe this isr00 
ſubject ro abuſe, -afid "pives a-Secular Power over Mens Eftates , and 
is not any part of Spirittal Govertiment, it's mote than Chriſt gave 
to Miniſters. 1d. Rules to bis Clergy. 39, R. Let no Miniſter of a 
Pariſh introduce any Beremony, Rites or Geſtures, though with ſome 
ſeeming Fiety,andl Devorion tbr What are commanded by the Church, 
and -Fitabliſhed by Law, aid Yer theſe alfo be wiſely'#nd uſefully -Bx- 
plicatedto the People ,, that they may uiiderſtard 'the Reaforn and 
Meaſures. of Obedience, but let there de no more introduced, teftithe 
People be burthened unneceſſarily, and tempted, or divided, - - - 


7der, And thee nificant Ceterfionies may be for Edificarion , 

et it is 46 be conſidered; whether the intfoduting of fuch things does 

not ——_ Church, hot only in her C hriſtian Liberty, bur inthe 

Simplicity and-Poriry, and E_ of her Religion, by intenſibly 
changitrg 1t into a Ceremonia and External See vice, 


Trhe"Srate of the Privirive Church , p: 18. - With us the Miniſter 
bows at*che Aldir;/ rothew fome- particvlarReverence in thar place, 
wheretheBleffed Sacrament is Conſecrated ; though ſomething may 
be {aid againſt that : Yer I pray tell me, Why the Reader paſſing 
frotir dhe fide of the Church to the &ther , and- the Miniſter- paſſing 
from ofie etid'of the Altxt to the other; bows-again, I verily believe 
'tis meerly a cauſeleſs Cuſtom raken up one from another, (the comt- 
mon beginningf all Superſtitions) having no reaſon for it , but much 
againſt +65-giving thereby great ſcandal to weak ones, and ground of 
fllaunder to malitious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accule 
them of Papiſtry. For certainly it is done with little or no Reaſon , 
vr. with'a greatdeal of Superſtition. 

«8 2% . + & di. 14 ' 
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Serions ard Compaſſionate Enquiry, &c, To do all that I may without: 
danger to my ſelf, andnot at all to regard what others cancomply with ; 
'or; to iſe my own Liberty tothe offence of others, 15 tobe riſt©@n 
aUnchatirable, And: it this fBnce onty ure We to underſtand all che 
Difcourſts of the ApoAe xbour Scandal ad'Offtnee, where thete is 
MaurtHahbera: For te that Wil 'ptovol&6 Brother to flu; by do- 
| ing. 


Om— 
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ing that which he may omit without ſin, is guilty of fin in fo doing. 
It. p. 245. To the end that we may prevail with them to deny 
j ' themſelves in ſomethings for the Publick Good, we ſhould do” well to 
give them Examples of our own Self denyal , and abridging our 
own Liberty, in Condeſcention to them in fuch things as are nat-che 
matter of the Law'; and that we will not out-run the Laws., to con- 
tradict and vex them, in what we may forbear without ſin: 


_ ” Doftor Barrows Serprns of Love,: p. 181. .,An- Act of Charity, to 
abſtain from” any thing, which either may octaſion him to commit Sin, | 
or difaffect him to Religion, or diſcourage him in the practice of Dury, 
or which any wiſe may diſcompole, vex, or grieve him, (the Apoſtle 
having ſaid) That if thy Brother be not grieved with thy Meat, now 

walkeſt thou not Charit ably, Rom. 14. 15, 5 1 


— - 24 — ” TY EC Cel "=. 


Having premiſed ſumewbat in Defence of the Ceremonies, 
and agamft Immpations 8c. 1 fhall proceed to thoſe 


Arguments'torleaying che Ute of the Lc 


" remonies Indifferent: 


ARGUMENT 1. 


fider firft, That by leaving the Ceremonies Indifferent, Con- 
ſormiſts have their Liberty allowed them to uſe them. Where 
Miniſters {cruple the ule of that ſign of the Croſs, but the Parents are 
for it, they may get any Neighbouring Miniſter that is of the ſame 
Opinion to Baptize their Child after their manner. If their Parents 
inſt it, the Miniſter holding it but a thing indifferent, why may 

he not forbear the uſe of it for {atisfaCtion of the Parents ? 


II. I do not read of any that lived and dyed Nonconformiſts , but 
ſcrupled the Sign of the Croſs, which ſhows they are not fatisfied in 
Conſcience about it : But our Conſciences will bear the yielding of it 
up for Peace, becauſe we hold Ceremonies to be «dps, things In- 
different, in themſelves neither good nor evil. If indifferent, let us 
. not contend ſo earneſtly for their uſe, as for neceſſary things, and 
matters of Faith, but manifeſt an indifferency for their Continuance, 
or Abrogation. 

(1 [ 

HI. The Ceremonies are inztilia Cwlo, of little or no uſe for the 
winning of Souls; and I ſee not but that Prelates Speech was truly 
Chriſtian, who ſaid we had rather loſe a Ceremony than a Soul. As 
it was faid of ſome Meats, neither if we eat them, are we the bet- 
ter, nor if we eat uot, are we the worle; fo we are nothing betrer'd 
by theſe Ceremonies. Indifferent things have no Spiritual Vertue or 
Efficacy in them. We do not hold with the Papiſts that Surplices, be- 
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Me ieſehd Fine than Wwegrs rhertt" Fem "che Devil, And 
Cattotr FAR. (ith, tfifriche Sigh of ch&Crols doth neither add any 
thing to the Vertue and* FeffeRtion of Baptiſm: Nor being omitted, 
doth detract any thing from the Effect and Subſtance of it. 


irtp! 


IV. The Reaſon for the a uſe of the OI _ much. 
They werekept, lyonrof Compliance with the Papiſts; to gain' 
u yoo. them, WM People > not be-1o/ wholly Lewis off 
from the uſe of the Sign'of the'Crofs; and'fomewhat too out of Com- 
pliance with the Primitive Chriſtians, who ufed rhe Sign of the Croſs 
often; and very early after the Apoſtles dayes, as Fuſtm Martyr faith, 
in” foro,” in agris. And” thns the "Church of 'Zngtand ſhowed! ſhe 
left che” Church'of ' Rb-e& only in! her Innovations,” arid woul&-go' 
alotig wirh her in what'the Ancient Church pratiſed, that ſhe migh 


4 
- 
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bethe more inexcuſable;- and juſtly condemned, if ſhe rejected'Com- | 


munion with us: But now the'cale is alcered; the' Papiſts are hard- 
ned by it, and encouraged, upbraiding us (as .Biſhop Uſker faid of 
them) If your Fleſh be uot good, why do you drink of our Broth ? 
Bur our Proteſtant Brethren ftumble'at it, and it is diſuſed by other 
Reformed Churches ; and therefore in condefcention' to the weakneſs 
of the one, and Uniformity with the other Reformed Churches, 
perhaps it were to bewiſhed that now the uſe of 'it were forborn. 


V. Againſt the Impaſitibn of the Ceremonies is Becauſe of the ma- 
ny Objections againſt them; eſpecially againſt the Crofs, as a ſignificant 
Ceremony, not inſtituted by Chriſt ; as a Dedicating Covenanting Sign, 
as a Sacramental Sign, or as having the ſemblance of a Sacrament, or 
againſt the uſe of it in that place immediately after Baptiſm, and the 
Duties of the Baptized more expreſly affixed to.that Sign, than to the 
Sacrament -it'felf; as a medium cultus. Again, as Superſtitious and 
Scandalous, becauſe of the Popiſh aboſe of it;' as a curſed Addition 
to the Word of God, and'rhe Sacrament of Baptiſm ; as impoſed 
on Miniſters atid Children of thoſe Parents that ſcruple, and are not 
ſatisfhed.in Conſcience about the uſe of ir, as well as thoſe that are ; 
as the Likeneſs and'Image” of Chriſt Crucified ; - forbidden fay they 
in the Second Commandment ; as will Worthip , as diſuſed in-other 
Proteſtant Churches ;. as againſt' Chriſtian Liberty, as unſuicable ro 
the ſimplicicy of the Goſpel as needleſs, unprofirable , and cauſing 
Diviſions in the Charch, Although none of the Objections, or Argu- 
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ments that ]-gan find againſt jt, convince me.that_ the ;ſubmiſſion: ts 
ir,,and,che ale. of ix:35 yrrerly, wolawful, yet: would. em, incon- 
veijient,49 conmgnue:a t which hath ſo plauſible and- numerous 


, 


Objections againſt it,  - 


VI,..-For making ſome allowances .inrreſpect of the Ceremonies ; 
Gar hunſelf ipenterh with, his own Commands about Rituals, or 
inner paattepd in ple, of nepali ye. Or When grear GRdaht her Rands 
on.;the, other {ide .zo- outweigh them. 1 Sam., 21., 6. David in his 
hunger eats the, Shewbread, which only the Prieſts were to eat, and 
Chriſt og. the ſarhe account, lers the Diſciples pluck and rub the ears 
of. Cora. on rhe Sabbath-day,, 1 Kings 8-64. Solomon hallows the 
middle of the Court, fox..an Altar , becauſe. the ebmes Altar of the 
Lord was too. little, for.che Offerings. . - A. multitude did ear. the 
Paſſover otherwiſe than: appointed, 2 Chron 30: 18. on the Second 


Moneth ; for they could not, keep it at the. time appointed, ,as the Se- 


cond and T hird Verſes. An.Ox or an Aſs is tobe watered, or pul- 
led gut.of a Pit on. the wag tay : iPericulum vie difſolvis Sabba- 
111g) (as the Proverb fays;) though by.mavy good Men,. a matter of 
Controverſie, or thought to be Moral and not Ceremonial. Surely 
then leſſer matters upon great and weighty Occaſions, when Spiri- 
tually neceſſary for the Churches Good and Peace , and for the La- 
bours of able Men in the Work of the Miniſtry, may very well be 
diſpenſed with. For Humane Ceremonies cannot. pretend to a like 
Authority, or Neceſſity, much Jeſs a greater than thoſe of Divine 
appointment. 


That Ceremonies muſt yield to ſubſtance. 


Bam. &aveyr, Or, King James I. Inſtruitions to his. Son > 18-2 


Learn; wiſely to diſceri between points.of Salvation and indifferent 
things, betwixt Subſtance and Ceremonies : As for the latter ſpare 
not to ule, .or alter them, as the neceſſity of the Times ſhall require. 


Ziſhop Halls Works, p. 1092. Our Saviour juſtifies the act of Abi- 


melechs,giving David Holy Bread and the Sword : Ceremonies muſt | 


give place to Subſtance ; -God will have Mercy and not Sacrifice : 
Charity.is the ſumme and the end of the Law ; #hat mult be aimed at 
an all. our actions. | | 

Biſhop 


-% 
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Biſhop Taylors Dutt. Dubit.. p. 735- Thus if a Church commands 
ſuch Ceremonies to be uſed, ſuch. Orders, ſuch Prayers, they are to 
be obſerved when they .may ; bur if I fall. into the hands of an enemy 
to that manner of Worfhip, who will kill, or afflict me greatly for 
uſing it, Iam in that caſe diſobliged, | even as Periculum vite diffol- 
vit Sabbatum}. ; Rf 

Serious and Compaſſionate Enquiry, p. 159. On Davids eating t 
Shew-bread ; It tent 422:M ane God doth not a pre- 
fer Moral acts before Ceremonial, bur, alſo doth. make great allow- 
ances, limitations and exceptions in the one cale and not 1n the other : 
For it is as if our Saviour had faid ; Had you cenforious F harifees un- 
derſtood either God or Religion, you would have known that ſo long 
as there is nor Contumacy and Contempt in the neglect of thoſe Rt- 
tuals, but the excuſe of a juſt neceſſity, or-the Rational Conſidera- 
tion of a une good to preponderate the omiſſion, God doth not 
or a (in. 


Biſhop Wilkins, p. 413, 414. Now Divine Laws themſelves are 
captble of relaxation, which is the meaning.of chat Proverbial ſaying 
ſo frequent in Scripture, That Gud will have Mercy and not Sacri- 
fice ; and therefore much more will Humane Laws admit it. 

True ſtate of the Primitive Church,. As to Ceremonies, I wonder 
men of any tolerable diſcretion ſhould be ſo eager either for or againſt 
them, .our Salvation no ways depending on them, but much hazarded 
by our contentions abour them, breaking Peace, the principal thing 
recommended to us by the Goſpel of Peace, . 

'VIITI. Another Argument far Conceſſions-in the Ceremonies; ſeveral. 
of our Eminent Men in Queen Eliz aberhs Reign were for the taking. 
of them away, as their Letters to Bullinger Bic us, mentioned Dy 
the Bilhop of Salzbury in his Travels ; Tiers of things remarkable 
in Switzerland, &c. by Dr. Burnet Biſhop of Salzbury, tell us, that 
there is avaſt Colletion of Letters at Zurich, written-either to Bul- 
linger -or by him. Biſhop Jewel in a Letter,. Feb. 8, 1566. wiſhes 
that the Veſtments er with all the other Remnants of Popery, 
mightbe thrown both out-of their Churches, and out of he 
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of the People, and laments the Queens fixednefs to them %g' that 
ſhe would toffer m# re hrge begy And it Fangarythefimeye + 
Sands Archbiſhop of Tork wrices,* Conenditur. dt Veff bus Pig es 


utendis vel non utenass, dabit Dems his cuoque fine. 

Horn Biſhop of Wincheſter, ina Letter, July 16. 1555. He writes 
- of the A&t concerning the Habits with great regret, and exprefles 
ſome hopes that ir might be Repealed' nexr Sefſion of Parliament, if 
the Popiſh Party did not hinder it, and he ſeems 'to ſtand in doubt, 
whether he ſhould Conform himlelf ro'ittor not, upon which he de- 
fires Bnllingers advice. And in many Letters writ on that Subject, ir 
is afſerred, that both Cranmer and Ridley intended to procure an AR 
for aboliſhing the Habits, and that they only defended their Lawful- 
nefs, bur not their fitneſs, and therefore they blamed” private pertbns 
that refuſed ro obey the Laws. 

- Biſhop Grinaal im a Letter, Avg. 27. 1556. writes, that all the 
Biſhops, who had been beyond Sea, had at their return dealt with the 
Queen to let the matter of the Habits fall ; but ſhe continued inflexi- 
'ble. He laments the ill effefts of the oppoſirion thar ſome had made, 
to them, which had' extreamly' irritared the Queens Spirir. Cox 
Biſhopof Fly laments the averfion that they found in the Parliament to 
all the [rupoſitions that were made for the Reformation of abuſes. 

Peter Martyr to Biſhop Hooer ; At firſt I conceived no {mall joy 
of your fingular and earneſt ſtudy, in that-you put your endeavour 
that Chriſt his oy, "ae may be brought again onto a chaſt and ſimple 
Puricy. For what ſhould be more defired of all' Godly hearts, then 
that all things by little and little ſhould be clean taken away, and cut 
off, which have very lirtle or nathing in them char can be referred 
wholly to Edification, but rather be judged of the Godly to be ſuper- 
fluous: ; | 

" Homily of Faſting, Part 1. p..172, 173. Edit. 1673. Gods Church” 
ought not, neither may it be ſ6 tyed-to thar, G e. Faſting ). or any 
other Order now made, or hereafter to be-made and deviſed by the 
Authority of Man, but that it may Lawfully for juſt cauſes, alter, 
change or mitigate thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Decrees and Orders ; . yea, re- 
cede wholly from them, and break them, when. they rend either to, 
Superſtition and [tmpiety; when they draw. people from .God, rather 
than work'any edification incherv. This Authority to mitigate Laws 
and Decrees Eccleſiaſtical the Apoſtles practiſed; ſignifying, A; 15: 
they would nor lay any other burden upon them than theſt neceſſiries. 

: King 
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ing Charles I. in his Declaration, with the Advice of his Privy 
Council, Jae. 1641. As for differences among our ſelves for matters 
indifferent m their own nature, we ſhall in tenderneſs to any number 
of our Loving Subjects very willingly comply with the Advice of our 
Partament, that ſome Law may be made for the exemption of ten- 
der Confſciences from Puniſhment or Proſecution for ſuch Ceremonies 
(@ fuch caſes) which in the judgment of moſt men are held to be 
matters indifferent, and of fometo be abſolutely unlawful. 

Biſhop of '\Cork nnd Roſss: Proteſtant Peacemaker. Some 'Circum- 
ftanmls may be on our fide abated, and had been doubtleſs long ago, 
if men of eager andinflexible Spirits had not hindered, 

Dr. Goods Firnzanz: © Dubar. 'p. 153. Some Wile and Peaceable 
Men have defired that the ule .of certain Ceremonie; might be forborn 
at leaſt for a time, which notwithſtanding they are fill continued, 
Theſe Peaceable Men.do abhor the great lin of Separation, and do 
continue their Conformity. | 

Dr. Stilligfleer alſo in Preface to Unreaſonablenefs of Separation, 
Mr. Claud of France, Mr. De L' Angle, Cc. 


Ceremonies to be left free. 


TheCanons made 1640. Can, 7. Inthe Practice or Omiſſion of this 
Rite [ bowing towards the Altar] we defire that the Rule of Charity 
preſcribed by the Apoſtle may be oblerved, which is, that chey which 
uſe this Rite, deſpiſe not them who uſe it not, and that they who ule 
| not, condemn not thoſe that ule it. 

Biſhap Bilfon.of Subjettion, Fart 4. p.15 Strangers are ſuffered in. 
t heir 'Churches to retain their-own Ceremonies, as be neither againſt 
Faith and good Manners; and therefore may be born in Chriſtian, 
Unity, withour offence or confuſion. 

Letter ro Johannes a-Laſco'concerning the ufc of ſuch Signs : It'is 
furely the part of Brocherly -Charicy commanded us by God, to.leave 
the ule of choſe Signs:freetothe Judgment and Conſcience of the Con- 
gregation, Excepr we feean open abuſe eirher of Superſtition, or of 
Contention, (as if they diſplealed rhe greater and berrer-part of the 
Church ). It was evident at St. Paul; time by the moſt-clear(Scrip- 

tures:of God, :that the wie of days, meats, and ail other external 
things, wasmadeanee, and ic wasa ſure token of iufirmiry of. Faith 
to, doubt thereof, 
Lord. 
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- Lord Baconin his Confideyat. Dedicat. to K. James I. - For the Cap 
. and Surplice, fince they be. things initheir. nature indifferent, and yer 
: by:lome held. Superſiticiousi; . and thar the Queſtion is between: Science 
- and Conſcience; it feemeth to fall within'rhe _— of the. Apoſtles 
Rule, whitchas that the: ſtronger deſcend and yield to the weaker,: on- 
ly the difference is, that it will be materially ſaid, chat the Rule holds 
between a private man and a private man, and not between the Con- 
{cience of a private man. and the order of a Church, . But yet fith the 
Queſtion at+this rime is of a. Toleration, not by connivance, which 
may encourage diſobedience, but by Law which may give. a Liberty ; 
it is good again to be adviſed, whether.it fall not within the equity of 
the former Rule ? And for ſubſcription it ſeemeth to be'in the nature 
of a Confeſſion, and therefore proper to bind in the unity of -Faith, 
and tobe urged rather for Articles of. Doctrine, than for Rites and 
Ceremonies, and points. of outward.concernment. . For howſoever 
Politick Conſiderationsand Reaſons of State may. require Uniformity, 
yer Chriſtian and Divine grounds look chiefly agoalfai . 

Dr. Edw. Bulkleys Apol, for- the Religion Eſtabliſhed, Edit, 1608. 
p. 112. Touching the ule of Surplices, Organs, &c. in Divine 
Service z I ſay that men may differ. in Opinions of theſe things, and 
agreen unity of Faith and Knowledge of the Son of God. 

Dottor Fuller-i» his Appeal of injured Innocence, in defence of hu 
Church Hiftory ; Multiformity in things meerly indifferent with. mu- 
tual Chariry, doth more promote Gods Glory then Uniformity it ſelf, 

Doftor Mores My#tery of Godlinejs, Sect. 10. Pref. About the 
Communion ; I confeſs an Uniformity would look better in outward 
{hew, but is not worth'che leaſt ſtir and violence in diverſities of aCti- 
ons,0r rather circumſtances interpretable to ſo good a meaning, as 
either Kneeling or Sitting at the.Communionis ; and the real exerciſe 
of Charity in leaving every one free is. every whit as ſuitable to this 
ſolemn performance, as the moſt exquiſite Uniformity, if devoid of 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, : and mutual forbearance. Item, To. the ſame 
purpoſe avout the Croſs .: Unity of Hearts being better than Unifor- 
miry in Actions indifferent,” there ought 'to be no breach nor quarrel 
about theſe things :. By an high value of . the-indiſpenſables of Chri- 
ſtianity, and of the; tender [regard to: the -Confciences of men, the 
Miniſter will conciliate more authority: to himſelf, than if he drew 
. to0 hard to an uniform complyance in things . where Chriſt hath left 
us free, ; 

True 
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' True ſtate of the Primitive Church, ,,p-20. Let us be men of ug- 
-£ ding,” men in Devotion, be zealous, \and hold faſt the ſubſtan. 
ial parts of; Religion,; and leriys leave.it £6 Women/and Children to 
. contend about Ceremonies, ' Ler ite indifferent to us, whether this 
- or thar, or no Ceremony, whether 'Kneel ar not Kneel, Bow or not 
Bow, Surplice or no Surplice, Croſs or no Croſs, Rivg or no Ring. 
Let us give Glory tg God in all, .and no offence to our Brethren un 
. any things % lit 1 1254) Wi 5 1364 

Door Stillingfleets Irenicum, p. 65. He muſt be a great 
in the Primitive Church, that takes' not norice of the grear diverlity 
of Rites and Cuſtams uſed in particular Churches, without, cenſuring | 
of 'thoſe that differ'd from them ; or if any by inconſiderate Zeal did 
proceed; fo far, how 4ll it was repreſented by ,other Chriſtians. And 

- he concludes with that Divine -Aphorifm of St: Aultin-z  Indignum cjt * 
ut propter ea que nos Deo neque digniores, &c, It is an unworthy thing 
for Chriſtians to. condemn and judge one another for thoſe things 
which do not commend us unto God, To the ſame purpoſe in VUn- 
reaſonghleneſs of Separation, That the Crols be left-at liberty , as 
\the Fatents defire-ic, or wholly raken. away, Pref, pi 83. Edit. 3. 

King Charles Il. Declaration at Bredg :; Agreed to leave the Cere- 
monies at liberty. 

Dr. Rudde Biſhop of St. Davids | Speech ip the Convocation, 1604. 
In the life time: of the late Archbiſhop (then Whirgift) theſe things 
were not {o, extreamly urged, bue that many Learned Preachers en- 
joyed their Laberty therein conditionally, that they did nos by word 
nof deed difgrace or diſturb the State (eſtabliſhed. — 

King Charles II. Declaration from Breda. None ſhall be denied the 
Lords Supper for not Kneeling ; none compelled tu uſe the Croſs ; it 
{hall be Lawful to him chat: deſires ro uſe:the Croſs, ro have ſuch Mi- 
niſters as-will uſe it; 3 +and if the proper. Miniſter refuſe, ro get ano- 
ther.-None; compell'd & baw at the game of Jeſus. The Surplice lefr 
to liberty; except in the Royal Chappel, Cathedrals, and Univerſities. 

Another Argament.. The miſchief ro the Church hath been very 

.great from thele -Qeremonies, - eſpecially from the Croſs. 

;_ Firſt ps-tothe Impoſition; though che preſent Fathers of the Church 
.bave {ignified their conſent uato a due liberty to Diſſenters, and ſome 
Indulgence to them! beyond their Predeceſlors,' yet ſeveral Miniſters 
in Queen Elizaberhs, and King James I. Reign, and that of Ki 
Charles 1, and at King Charles II. _—_ have been turned na 
'l, t 
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- their Bettefices-and ihilenced; for Nonconformity to- theſe'Ceremonies, 
although-the Chul bf 2Eaxtand:cobfeſeitr chbin-tots but things im - 
different. ' Andi ir:wore hard, v fot refuſling:upen!a Conſcientious ac- 
counttoſubreiv ro things ihdiffetent;> have'oue of the greateſt pn- 
niſhments inflifted on i man, 1Sulpenſion. gnd Deprivation; . even as - 
Conformilts would{many'of them ) think 4 hard to be Silenced for 
not aſſenting to the-Perfeverance: of the 'Saints, or any other” of the 
five-points, according to the common ſenſe or notion of ayr'Diſſent- 
ing BretKf8h. / CG m0 St tO 7 vn 2380 oft | © 
condly, ' Theſe Ceremonies have been as it were a bone of Con- 
tention, thrown in between Conformiſts and Nonbonformiſts, Zan- 
chies Letter to Queen Fligabeth 1571 .i'tells her 5 This Counſet about 
ſtrict Impoſition of Ceremonies will trouble the publick Peace of the 
Church, by caufing contentjons-among men;_.ard cauſe ther to Write 
Books one againſt anothee about rhings -indiflerent, which: are the 
Golden Apples of Contention. - -Many an hot-Diſpute and Conference 
there hath boon, and Books wrote for and againſt them with bitter- 
nels of Spirit ; - ſome contending as earnefily*about thele indifferent 
things, as about matters of 'Falth';, as if 'the very::Life ard Sbel of 
Religion liy inthem, andasif the-cauſe of Chrift and 6or Proteſtant 
Reformation were to ſtand or fall with them. The'Ceremony of the 
Croſs hath'been as vexarious to our Church, as ever the difference a- 
bout the Fewiſh Ceremonies of Days and: Meats was inthe time of the 
Apoſtles, which'bccafioged a Colindl at Jeryſaltm, At; {7 Sor many 
Ghaprers in-Se. Pauls Epiſtle, and ſuch comention among/them. 
Thirdly, Much time hath 'be&h Tperit ts -lirtls purpoſe or profit in- 
Reading or Studying theſe matrers. Oh the many that have wrote 
for and againſt ! No little time doth it coſt men in Writing, as Bi 
Mourten, Dr. Bourges for; Dri Ames againſithem 'and others ; nay, 
every Book for or againſt Cotiformiry, (as Gu kriows thereareabuii- 
dance of - them upon theſe fruithefs'Controverfies) makes che Cereme- 
nies mat&iam contentions matter” of the Controverſie, and” it calleth 
for a 'pare and a confiderable ſhare in'the'Book. Time alſo ſpent in 
Reading and Studying the point ;- apd there muſt*be Prayer-to beled 
by the'Spiri# to find out the Truth the tiefhdion:? Thatigted Which 
is fpent in- Preaching 6n this Point, / for ir 'cormanded) in-rhe' Canons: 
I fay this time would be much betrer ſpear &r- reading'the Bible, with. 
'Comments'or 'Trearifes of Divinity, and f6-be Redeemed- for Erer. 
vicy,. which now men arc necefficared to ſpend. for'ſatisfaction . 
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rification and Devoriots. | 

Again, The ſtrict exaQtion 'of theſe Ceremonies" hath' occaſioned 
ſome rocry: them up, as if a conſiderable parrgb Mwiſters Conformity : 
ro-the Laws:of- God. and Man ky: therein, when w onvth vis;al v 
itconſiderable'part:': And ſome foaght to- get: infarfakolyt det 
greater Perſons, and attain Preferment by x nicevets and ſtrict —_ 
vance of every PunCtilio abour the exaQing S: 
more {trift Obedieqce to thele than to the Lawsof God. Andhe ſhal 
paſs for'an obedienrangvery Son of the ich ſome, rhar 
194 z6atodAickler forrheſe, \though he be laofe it his formalin 
his Religion; anduricharicible co:rhaofeahar differ from! him: 

Agairs, Some have deckired thak':chey-cannot Joyn: : wich us in Bap- 
tiſn, fafferitg their Children ls Bpotetby Conor y:Conforining Miniſters, 
becauſe of as Sign of. the:Qvols gs: 
not - allow- of 3. nor-) ri th Lon Super ge Eteblingo 
whiclyTeoms to therts| | preac” 3 rp 
unreaſonable prejudice, when che Rubrick. is: for y againſt the 
Idolatry and Adoratior of the Sacramemal Brea) 2tymbalizing. with 
1dolaters, whicl things have bred not fmall of -xtind age; 
obrward-trouble $0 forme Godly Phifonn pied Sprinriby b15/d2ys,, 
. Caf Angieo 7701 2: onile2 1 £N0M219) Wynne! 7 

THe oonclideortds toidy Dr: Preſtdav wothe yeegais7 tk P- _ 
Kineddh come": We IIEEY thac he 
civil all-Antichtiſtian Ptors and Practices ; and We areito. Pray andae 5 
alldgts and fambling lock thas would Hindeb che procaedings af:che 
ofpet ; re tehiteuth now ene. doiefitnd; evenall, 
Ri t9'afid Ri Sapevitaion; ſubh Ceremonies; as- do) 
bur Giifhare the Co NcoeaE men; | __ a grenmmany: into: Per 
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n6t mentionedby mame, [us Conformingiagainſt chelr Conſcience wich- 
outdufficierts Nadi  havelamented/itar laſt; as iſo of others, 
who havedyed very peaceably and comfortably, 1atisfied inthe Con- 
formity-> Sore Conformiſts)have:cercainly/rurn iro wrong defence of 
this Ceremony, as Dedicating the Child unto the Service of him who 
dyed upomthe Croſs, which is done” in 'Baptiſm : And others have 
thowpht it above.the peoples capacity. However, they may underſtand 
ſomewhaticof what was faid before; ; and thar Signing with the Crols. is 
nohe'of theiriadb and deed 21; Not they, but the Miniſter thar'is. to wear . 
the Surplice, and to Baptize, 4nd- Sign with the-Croſs. The Minifter 
is concerned to'look to that, the Lawfulneſs of theſe. And Mr. Baxter 
(as Foe: Mr. | I II ' #0 I P. « m My. Nyes 
Caſt 'of 'predt \uſe, 1P1.10,) Ab .iBalls: Tryal of the; grounds of Separation, 
wy Er yartr 1 Abrhor'caf a! Diſabwr/e of Scandel,)- in his: Ghroſtigr | 
Direftory among his:Catesi of Conſcience bath:reſdlved it; that Parents 
diſſenting from w may ſuffer their childnen to: be Signed” with the Gros 
. after Baptiſm, 'declaring td the-Minifter, in-pfivare, -of their-Neigh- 
bours; har itrwas Bapriim only that /they deſiged, and that they dil- 
ownedrhs Sigrrof: the Erots; witich they held:todjheunlawful.., $0 that. 
Paretits aremeither. bound :2q the perſdnal; pretitice- of is :nor-;r9; che 
profeſſion of 'iiteLawfulnets.-'-., 144 v9 mace ,« 7 3\130:10 | 
And thisappears to have been the Judgment; and concurrent Pra-/ 
ice of the Nonconformiſts of former times, who conſtantly joyned : 
in the-Prdyersiand other Afts of .Worthip z although they icrupled. 
ſome Particular Ceremonies. All that we deſire is to have the .Liber-; 
ty of. 6ur' Corflciences allowed is ini that which i$hor 'theirs,, buripurs 
to prattiſe. And if there be offence _= it" is not from us, (faid 
Dr. Saunderſoniin his Tieatiſe of Scendda;) or at: leaſt 'not- ſo mach 
(in the prefenrcaſe ofich&Churth) chete being a neceſſity laid uppn 


us asr0themſeofiir, 4 III en en >" togh $0,4DgT ) 
whatever'we'waild do; bf: it wereifleft:t& dur Liberty to uſe of for-: 


bear it, ſince we are; not: allowed to-exercife our Miniſtry otherwile , 
than upon Conformity to it, it is Prudentially gobd, and Spirityally,. 
neceſſary for us to Gonformtorir,.'evem in the; Judgment of the Refor- 

nit Churches abroady:Geneus,”; 222 Dean: ,0 Collider, (God aTfiae:s) 
Fi intiſcus Por: j HejiricusSeepbavieedbolared in 2: Leteer: font, to; they 
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tells us' ip his Letter-z My Opinion in this matter js the ſame: that is 
held by our Churches. Mr. Calvis ſeemed to look upon it as tolera- 
ble, and to be born with, Zaxcy and others, though they did: not- - 
, fully approve of the | tion. * 6 

, HI. Miſchief, In reſpect of the cenſoriouſneſs of ſome Separatiſts, 
inveighing againſt theſe Ceremonies as Limbs of Antichriſt, reliques 
of Popery, Additions, Superſtitious, will Worſhip, &c. as before 
in the Objections againſt them, condemning (as my Lord Hales.in his ' 
Diſcourſe of Religion calls chem) theſe blameleſs Ceremonies as con- 
fidently, as if they were infallibly afſured of their unlawfulneſs, re- 
viling and a the Men that uſe them, as'if he could not be a good 
Man that ſubmitteth to the Ceremonies , but muſt needs conform to 
them againſt his Conſcience out of Complyance with the Government, 
and for his Preferment ſake. It is hard for Miniſters who ſubmit ro 
theſe things according to their Conſciencez, though it be with great 
Charity and Moderation to thoſe that differ from them, to be termed 
Time-tervers, Formaliſts, Luke-warm, Men wanting the Power of 
Godlineſs, as: ſome conceited Perſons, who have more Heat than 


ly, if ;zwe judge of their thinking by their evil (peaking, and  unſeemly 
rs, there muſt be an 
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bate, - But the-new Generation- of > tre grow Wiſcy than 
the Grave, Aged; and Jidicious (that {j.cake mote modeſtly, kenviny 
the lawfulneſs of it 'as doubtful and ſub FrdictY: and: fremr ts wind 
at thoſe before them, that they ſhould fee no-ferther-, -16t"to- the'ye.! 
ter unlawfulneſs of theſe Ceremonies, -atid fone of che Prayers -t60, 
which they fay, they fee as clear as the Light to be Popiſh and Antt-/ 
chriſtian, and againft Scripture. I profets that the ObjeCtions are 
fo many, and the ill Circumſtances that arrend its uſe at preſent,” rhat' 
after all T dare not be poſitive and peremprory- thaze'it is lawfil;” nor 
will I be over-confidenr , peter 29 alowing-my: Brethren ther Li- 
berty to difſent, and defiring the like Charity from them , as ta my 
own Conformity upon prevailing probable Arguments; leaving it ro 
God who only is Infallible, ro decidethe Cafe at the day of Judgment: 
Wheret truit his Mercy will pardon me-if '*F have erred', 'as ha- 
ving ſought for the Spirit ro guide me mro Freth, ani as having-alfo 
the Ancient Church, and the-Modern Reformed Forreizn Divines- 2p- 
probation of Conformity therermto. 

It is from the ftrit and ſevere-Jmpoſition,, the blind fubmiffion of 
others, - not being able to give any tolerable accomt of it to their Peo- 
ple, nor Anſwer ObjeQions apainft iv : '{nd-from the cenforiouſiels, 
and ill Names that have 9d Hey this Ceremotry of the *Crols; 'thar 
chey have brought ſuch an Odium upon it , and wrought ſuch” ati" ill 

jon in our Conforming People agamft- it,” * Further they hate Po- 
_ and Papiſts vfethis ſo much, .and abuft it to Idolatry and Su- 


tion, 'that they kateandtdifpnit rhe ufe of it uporr that "account? 
know our Governours never intende# to: make—us- Odions in the 
Eyes of the .People; bur I am fare there conld fcarce be: a more 
effeCtual way and means to-do jt, than by enjoyning thefe thihps {6 
ftriity; the which People are1o,much fer againſt; thar they diſa 


e 


thoſe thar uſe them; -and:the Governonrs thar impoſe chem fr gal 
; the gutt of the epation. ' Ffthere Had not be: lie of old 
—_ grudge in fomeat the Debate; - {ire they tad been yielded” up 


; and not have remained unto this day troubling the peace of the 


Ehvureh: La CE.” 
 »: Tall conclude with the common: Aﬀerrion of rhe Refortned © 


